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Lesson Calendar 


1. January 1.—The Revolt of Jeroboam 
1 Kings 12:1 to 13:6 
2. January 6.—Elijah the Tishbite .......... 1 Kings 17 : 1-24 
3. January 15.—Elijah’s Challenge of Baal Worship 
1 Kings 18 : 1-46 
4- January 22.—Elijah’s Flight and Return .1 Kings 19 : 1-21 
5. January 29.—Elijah in Naboth’s Vineyard 
1 Kings 21 : 1-29 
6. February 5.—Elijah Taken Up Into Heaven 
2 Kings 2: 1-18 
y. February 12.—Elisha and the Shunammite Woman 
2 Kings 4: 8-37 
8 February 19.—Elisha and Naaman the Syrian 
2 Kings_5 : 1-27 
9. February 26.—Ettsht"s Heavenly Defenders 
2 Kings 6 : 8-23 
10. March 5.—Jehovah’s Mercy to a Heathen City 
Jonah 3:1 to 4: 
11.. March pet Warns Israel. (Temperance 








PONE.) sdb tikn 09 6O DWE 64450 0S 50 tkh00s coegeteue Amos 6: 1-8 
12. March 19. stie Downfall of Israel ...... 2 Kings 17 : 1-18 
“ E FEEL sure,” says a Virginia.reader of this 


paper—and the publishers are glad she does 
feel sure—‘‘ that it must be a trustworthy concern, 
or you would not advertise it.'’ Ithas been for more 
than a generation, and is now, the purpose of the 
publishers to honor that assurance by deserving it. 
That 1s one reason why readers of this paper are so 
ready to respond to the advertisements in it. + 




















His Giving 
By Elda M. Piero 


ASKED of Christ-a crumb, 

When oft my heart was spent and famished: 
In bounteous measure He sustained my soul— 

Himself the Living Bread. 


I asked one ray of light, 
When darkness overwhelmed, one ling’ring trace 
Of day upon my tangled path : He gave . 
The radiance of his face. 


I asked a little strength, 
As reinforcement in my. losing fight: 
He gave a victory undreamed, unwon 
Save by his Spirit’s might. 


I asked a respite from the cross 
That I was bearing blindly and alone: 

But lo, mine has no weight, since He has shown 
The meaning of his own. 


And never have I brought 
To Him, in humble faith, my little need, 
But that his grace exceeded all my thought, 
And bowed my soul in praise. 








Possession 


Possession is nine points of the “law; goes the 
old saying. That may be wll enough for ‘the people 
of this world, but the Christian has a better saying. 
For him, possession is ten points of the law. Dr. 


Griffith Thomas has told of an En ‘ogg workingman 
who was giving an evangelistic talk, and who said 
with great earnestness, “H-a-t-h spells ‘got it’”” As 
Dr. Thomas has said of Bite, it was not grammatical, 
but it was quite theological. Our Lord said, “He that 
believeth hath eternal life.” Believers in Christ are 

ssessors of Christ ; and “He that hath the Son 

th the life.” We, as sinners, could never keep 


- the law of God; and therefore God sent his Son 


to become man and as a man to keep the whole law, 
and then, after living a sinless life on earth, to pay 
the penalty of our law breaking, even death. In 
every sense Christ became our Substitute. “a we re- 
ceive him by faith as our Saviour, “the requirement 
of the law” is “fulfilled in us, who waik not after 
the flesh, but after the Spirit.” And thus, with Christ 
as our Saviour and Life, we. who possess him have 
Qne who counts to our credit not nine points but 
ten points of the perfect law of God! o wonder 
that workingman exclaimed with exultant joy, 
“H-a-t-h spells ‘got it.’” 


x 
Praying for Revival 


He who made the world is the only one who can 
save it from its weariness and woe. Dr. Howard 
Agnew Johnston, President of the Chicago Church 
Federation, which comprises seven hundred or more 
Protestant "churches, has appealed to every Protestant 

stor in his te to hold a Watch Night meeting on 
Deee for revival. “At no. other time 
civilization been so-sick as it is’. °Y 

Tg-day mankind everywhere is conscious of an over- 
shadowed life.” This is a statement from the Chi- 
cago Herald and Examiner of November 24, and who 
would: dare say it is not true? “In Europe is eco- 
nomic and financial_ chaos. Unless something . is 
promptly done“to avert this disaster which approaches 
with constantly in¢reasing rapidity, it will spread 
from one country to another, until we are all involved 
in the maelstrom.” This is the editorial opinion of 
the Chicago Daily Tribune of November 29., If the 


sick world is to have speedy help, how can it 
obtain this save through an old-fashioned revival 
coming through the awakening of a sleeping church? 
Will you not work to have a Watch ight meeting 
to this end in your church? 


_ 
Salvation and Slavery 


Unless we are saved we are slaves. For salva- 
tion is the secret’ of freedom, and is the only way 
open to men - & be free. Our Lord one time said 
to the Jews, the proudest men on earth, that the 
truth he was offering them would make them free. 
Their indignant reply was that they had “never yet 
been in pag to any man: how. sayest thou, We 
shall be made free?” Our Lord’s reply. wee - search- 
ing, inescapable word: “Verily, veril ye say unto 
you, Every one that committeth sin is the bondservant 

of sin.” A worker in The Sunday School Times 
editorial department, when typing a letter recently 
by a slip of the typewriter keys made the word “sal- 
vation” read “slavation.” The transposition is sug- 
gestive. For we must choose, all of us, between 
Salvation and “slavation.” Either we are and must 
continue for time and eternity in helpless bondage to 
sin, or we must accept, through faith in Christ as Our 
Saviour, that freedom that he offers all as he says, 
“If therefore the Son shall make you free, ye shall 
be free indeed.” And then occurs in our liberated 


life one of the blessed paradoxes of the Gospel. Be- 


Case BOWL er free, now we-are 

: ul. and Timothy, when wrt € 
Philippians, rejoiced to call themselves heneeny. 
ants of Christ Jesus.” George Matheson has put this 
blessed truth into the hymn: 


“Make me a captive, Lord, 
And then I shall be free; 
_ Force me*to render up my sword, 
And I shall Conqueror be, 
I sink in life’s alarms 
When by myself I stand; 
Imprison me within Thine arms 
And strong shall be my hand.” 


Real Freedom 


Once the very word was a terror to tyrants and 
. autocrats who looked upon men as their serfs 
and bondsmen. The struggle of men to win a rea- 
sonable measure of liberty is the history of the race. 
The story of Greece is a tragedy of the failure of 
repeated efforts:to win and maintain and use wisely 
freedom. The leaders of the Greek people, “dema- 
gogues,” played false and turned their own name 
into a byword for selfish use of the masses for per- 
sonal ends. Christ appeared as the champion of lib- 
erty for men, and he has brought new hope into 
the hearts of the race as men battle against slavery 
in all its forms. The American soldiers in France 
and Flanders felt that they were struggling for the 
liberty of the world 
We are now in a reaction from the high moral 
idealism of the world-struggle for freedom. Men, 
even members of our daeeeine, alas, have turned lib- 
erty into license, and have relapsed into a state of 
moral anarchy. With some the distinction between 
right and wrong has become hazy, and they have 
drifted with the careless crowd where every one does 
that which is right in his own eyes and follows his 
impulses to do evil, throwing a camouflage over evil. 
Peter hasan incidental warning against those who 
use “freedom as a cloak for evil” (1 Peter 2:16). It 
is a startling picture of some elements in modern 
life, 2 flashlight upon the ways of men whose deeds 
are dark and devious and who use the livery of heaven 


Ponce’ te is one of the catchwords of mankind, 


_ to serve the Devil in. Profiteering has been so gen- 


eral that the national government has.made repeated 
efforts to put a stop to it. The peaple have come 
to distrust those who use honeyed words of liberty 
and progress and who exploit them in their own in- 
terests. Men have won the war for world freedom, 
and are not able to enjoy the freedom of peace. 
There is international suspicion, There is distrust in 





business circles. Men feel that some one is -taking 
advantage of them in ordinary business transactions. 
Fear has taken the place of confidence. 

But the Lord Jesus promises the full enjoyment 
of the sweets of freedom. “If therefore the Son shall 
make you free, ye shall be free indeed” (John 8: 36). 
This is one of those pregnant words of Christ that 
one does not understand all at once. He is speaking 
to the Pharisees who had professed belief in his 
claims (John 8:30). He is testing the sincerity of 
their profession. He had said: “If ye abide in 
word, truly ye are my disciples.” That is the sound, 
and no sudden gust of enthusiasm that passes with 
the wind. Time sifts the excited crowd. The one 
who pitches his life on the plane of Christ’s teach- 
ing and follows him as Lord and Teacher is the one 
who is in reality a disciple of Jesus. The disciple 
(learner) is not the man who attends one lecture of 
the Teacher, but the one who enrols in the life school 
and becomes a daily learner, 

And our Lord adds another clause that is startling 
when understood: “And ye shalj come to know [in- 
gressive aoristic future] the truth, and the truth shall 
set you free.” The Greek word for “know” means 
to know by personal experience, not as a creed sign, 
but as the truth that shapes the life. The Greek word 
for truth means literally unconcealed, out in the 
open, in the sunshine. _ There is healing and there 
is health, The word for “set free” is the causative 
verb from the adjective for “free,” and that comes 
from the Greek verb to “go” or “come.” The free 
men is the man who shag. liberty to come or go as he 
wills. 

Now our Lord affirms that the truth sets one free 
from bondage to sin, from fear, from*superstition, 
from ignorance, from hatred. The Pharisees needed 
the truth that would set them free. They were in 
bondage to ritual and tradition and prejudice and 
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autvod of Christ. ‘they were the slaves of sin (John 
) as is every man who practices sin. There 
2! os in the case of the man who considers Chris- 


tians narrow and eer because they will not go- 


with him into sin. e calls himself free to do as 
he pleases, and he does not know that he is the slave 
of sin, of passion, of lust, of the Devil, carried cap- 
tive at Satan’s will, caught b Pap bait of his own 
appetite. He is not free to t, to follow the 
highest things in his nature, He ollow Christ, till 
Christ breaks the shackles that bind him fast. 

This the Lord Jesus undertakes to do. “If the Son 
set you free [ingressive aorist subjunctive], actually 
you will be free.” Jesus will set one free once and 
for all. The spell of sin will be broken, though the 
Devil will pull at his former victim with subtle skill. 
But the chain has been loosed and now the man is 
really free. Now he can resjond to God’s call. Now 
he can rise to his real destiny and live a freeman in 
Christ Jesus. Now the eagle is out of the cage an 
can use his wings. Our Lord has released the forces 
for good upon us, He has given us a new heart, 
new life. e are converted, regenerated. We are 


free in Christ. 
There is no such thing as absolute freedom for 


ia: Eeaotdite phones. 


a_ expanse that lift it beyond comprehension. 
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have relative freedom, to use 
e'do not live to ourselves. We 
have rélations to God and to each other. Our powers 
are limited. Our freedom is limited Government ‘it- 
self would be impossible without a surrender of a 
certain amount of personal freedom for the com- 
mon good. At bottom, life is a choice of masters. 
Set free 9 ysin, we are the slaves of righteous- 
ness (Rom. 6:18). When we were slaves of sin, 
we were free as to — eousness (6:20). But now, 
set — from sin, we have become the slaves of God 
dP The converted man is the man who puts 
od 2 ‘control of his life. He changes masters. He 
renounces Satan and enlists under Christ’s banner. 
This is the “new freedom” that is in Christ. It is 
freedom to life in Christ. It is the freedom to love 
which husband and wife have. There is the marriage 
bond, to be sure, but the new love and the new life 
lift both into a realm of joy and service not other 
wise possible. Each enriches the other. John calls 
the life in Christ “eternal.” It has a range and an 
The man 
who lets Christ take charge of his life knows what 
real freedom is, freedom to reach out and up towards 





Our Lord’s Omnipresence 


Human illustrations of divine truth are always 
inadequate, as the finite cannot possibly express the 
infinite. But often they are suggestive, and the 
Times gladly passes: on an interesting letter from 
an Indiana reader that gives a striking illustration 
of how our Lord, who in his actual resurrection body 
is now seated on the right hand of God in Heaven, 
can at the same time be “omnipresent” 


In your Notes on Open Letters .of a 20 you 
answer “A Georgia Reader” about “How Our Lord is 
Omnipresent.” In my reading I have found something 
on this subject that was very helpful to me. 

It is from “Lectures on the Apocalypse,” by Seiss, 
Vol. I, pages 75, 76; an exposition of “Christ in the 
midst of the .candlesticks”’: 

“How can’ Christ, who is in a definite: place at the’: 
right hand. of God, say ‘he is everywhere present, with 
you alway, present at every chureh. service, etc.? You 
say I 4m present in the room, and yet bodily I am only 
present in the place my body fills. And yet I am rec- 
ognized as present to all, even in the rear seat of this 
large auditorium. Imagine these walls widened and the 
scale of the earthly and human expanded to the heavenly 
and glorified. The whole world if not as big to Him as 
a room is to us, and my presence can fill the room and 
I still keep my place in the pulpit.” 


x 
Mrs. Helen Gould Shepard’s Testimony 


God is raising up many voices, in these last days, 
to call people back to the old faith, which is the 
only faith; the old Gospel which is the only Gos- 
pel. . ‘ 
Last month Mrs, Helen Gould (Finley J.) Shep- 
ard, of New York, had been asked to give a short 
talk .to the representatives of the Young Women’s 
Societies of the Reformed Churches who were to 
attend the Anniversary Celebration of the Woman's 
Board of Domestic Missions of that denomination, 
meeting in the Marble Collegiate Church of New 
York, the pastor of which is that veteran prophet 
of the faith, Dr. David James Burrell. Mrs. Shep- 
ard accepted this tg but a death in her fam- 
ily circle, occurring a few days before the meeting, 
prevented her from keeping the engagement, and she 
sent instead a letter and a box of roses to the young 
women, / 

Her letter is such a clear call, not only to the young 
women’s societies of that denomination, but to all 
Christians in these days of confused and uncertain 
and misleading “religious” messages, that the Editor 
has asked Mrs, Shepard’s permission to publish it 
here : 

579 Fifth Avenue, 
New York City. 

The Young Women of the Reformed Church. 

My dear young friends: 

Circumstances render it impossible for me to be with 
you this afternoon, and to give the message that has 
been much upon my heart of late, and these few flowers 
must be the messengers of my love for you. 

You come of ancestors, English; Huguenot, and Dutch, 
who loved the Bible, many of them risking their lives 
because they believed it to be the word of God. They 
believed the great central figure to whom all the Old 
Testament looked forward through prophecy and re- 
ligious ceremonial, to be the Son of God incarnate, the 
Redeemer from sin, the Risen Lord. The richest gift 
of the centuries to us is this sacred Book, and the mem- 
ory of the steadfast faith of our ancestors in Jesus 
Christ, our Saviour. 

To-day a wave of Pantheism and Agnosticism from 
Europe is spreading over the world, the faith of many 
is weakening, and there is a strong drift toward strange, 
false cults. Therefore, we beseech you, young “women, 
to sfidy ‘this holy Book more carefully and prayerfully 





than ever before, so as to be able to wield it as the 
Sword of the Spirit. We exhort you to yield your young 
lives with ardent devotion to Him who said: “I am the 
vine, ye are the branches: He that abideth in me, and 
I in him, the same bringeth forth much fruit: for with- 
out me ye can do nothing” (John 15:5). Without 
Him, our restless activities are like a child building 
castles in the sand which the rising tide quickly obliter- 
ates; — if, indeed, what seemed good does. not prove an 
actual harm! 

The Saviour promises: “He that believeth on me, as 
the Scripture hath said, from within him shall flow 
fountains of living water’ (John 7:38, R. V.). And 
again, He speaks to the individual heart the message: 
“Behold, I stand at the door and knock; if any man 
hear my voice, and open the door, I will come in to 
him and will sup with him, and he with me” (Rev. 
3:20). May you listen to his voice, and may he abide 
with you! 

Faithfully, «:: 
Helen Gould Shepard. 
November fifteenth, . 
Nineteen twenty-one. ° 


It will be remembered that Mrs. Shepard con- 
scientiously withdrew, not long ago, from her official 
connection with the national board of one of the 
most widely known Christian organizations in Amer- 
ica. That association had for years taken an evan- 
gelical position, but its policies of departure from the 
evangelical faith caused Mrs. Shepard to feel that 
she could not longer continue her connection with it, 
though she has expressed her deep regret that -it 
was necessary to sever this long-time relationship. 


a 
Our Property and the Lord’s Return 
Will you kindly advise me as to what disposition a 


Christian should make of his money and property of 
various kinds in these days when we are looking and 
longing for our Lord’s coming? 

The ideal way would be to sell all that we have and 
give it to the Lord, and so help hasten his coming. 
But we do not know whether his coming will be in a 
year or thirty years, and meanwhile we and our fam- 
ilies must go on living, and schooling, and the like. 
When he comes, will there be any more missionary 
work carried on, so that property left in the care of a 
trust company to use in that manner would be of use 
to the Lord’s business? Won't all that be cut off and 
a thing of the past?—An Ohio Layman. 


Because the time of the Lord’s return is not known, 
we must not act as though it were known. If we 
knew just when the Lord will return, it might be 
a simple and obvious duty to dispose of property in 
such a way as to be holding practically nothing when 
he comes. But he has not disclosed to his church the 
time of his coming; he has plainly told us that that 
time is not to be known until it comes. The conclu- 
sion from this, as to the believer’s duty meantime, is 
evident. We are to go on living day by day doing 
all things “as unto the Lord,” but making proper 
provision for the needs and duties of this present 
life — because he has intrusted this present steward- 
ship to us — while we await “the blessed hope” of his 
return. 

The Word of God does not tell us much about 
events that are to occur on earth after the Lord shall 
have returned to establish his kingdom here. We 
know there will be epochal changes jin earthly sys- 
tems, governments, and many other matters. One 
cannot answer from Scripture, with any finality, the 
question as to whether money left in a trust fund 
would be used for the Lord’s work after his return. 
Whatever money and property the individual believer 
has at present is to be used or invested now, for 
the Lord’s work, according to the guidance one re- 
ceives through a fully yielded, prayerful seeking of 
God's will. 





Our Archeological Editor in China ‘ 











Professor Melvin Grove Kyle, D.D., LLD., Ar- 
cheological Editor of The Sunday School Times and 


Prof of Biblical and 
Kegan Thenogcal Seminary, es bee “acon” 


After his visit » tas nes candies & anise 
Pabstre Dek Kyle went on by mvitation to China 
Sao S oe ee conferences of the 


Syllabi have been prepared in advance by Dr. 
Kyle, will be translated into Chinese, and will be in 
the hands of the students when the lectures are de- 


will study the subjects presented, and then by. means 
of quizzes and examinations they will be helped to 
carry the material back to their own seminaries. 


Dr. Kyle expects to sail for America again early m- 
April. After his retum he will tell Sunday School 
Times readers of his experiences in the mission field in 


China, and of his contact with the Chinese students. 


Meantime his invaluable archeological and travel 
articles, coming out. of his recent tip in Bible lands, 


will appear every few weeks in these, omens een: 


He has yritien a notable sidelight, to r next. 
week, for the International. Snlanechocl’ te 
January 15 on “ What Baal Worship Meant,” show- 
ing the origin, practises, and ideals of this terrible cult. 


While Dr.. Kyle was in Palestine this year he took 
about one hundred fine photographs, including a num- 
ber of the walls of Jerusalem, his latest principal re- 
search in Palestine beimg im connection with the walls 
of that immortal city. The Sunday-school lessons of 
the new year include one on “ Nehemiah Rebuilds 
the Walls of Jerusalem,” and Dr. Kyle, in collabora- 
ration with the Director of the American School of 
Oriental Research at Jerusalem, Professor W. F. 
Albright, will give readers of the Times the latest facts 
about the histozic ramparts of that city from which our 
Lord was crucified and to which He will return. 


One does not have to be scholarly to understand 
and enjoy these contributions from one of. the world’s 
great Bible scholars. They are written for all of us. 
If you have friends or co-workers who you wish might 
have the blessing of Dr. Kyle’s work, you can do them 
a real service‘in any or all of the following ways : 


1. By having them join your Sunday School Times 
Club, which they may do by paying for the balance of 
the club year at three cents per week. If you do not 
recall your club renewal date, just send us the new 
names and addresses with the mailing label from your 
own copy and we will send you a bill for the propor- 
tion of the $1.50 per year rate due from the new 
members in your club. 


2. If you are not na Sunday School Times Club 
why not get four of your friends to join you in forming 
one? This will entitle you and each member to the 
lowest rate, $1.50 a year. We will gladly send 
upon request sample ‘copies of the latest issue for free 
distribution with your own word of commendation. 


3. Why not use the Christmas Gift plan among 
your friends? We send a beautiful Christmas card, 
bearing your name, to the subscriber to whom you 
wish to give the paper. Four gift subscriptions added 
to your own will makeea club, all five bemg at the 
$1.50-rate. ‘Foreign subscriptions require fifty cents 
extra per year for foreign postage. 
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Elijah—the Man and the Type 


Flaming avenger of God’s broken law 














commissioned to instruct and to warn the nation 

in times of spiritual declension. The messages, 
except when predictive and contemplating a long 
range ahead, may be interpreted only in the light 
of the times in which they lived. Elijah’s testimony 
was confinéd to one ill-fated dynasty of the northern 
kingdom of Israel. His failure to effect a permanent 
reformation was followed by an inexorable retribu- 
tion. 

Omri’s dynasty, when Elijah appeared, was swirl- 
ing and sinking in a whirlpool of wickedness. The 
prevailing peace, when Ahab began his reign, was 

ut the covering of an inward corruption that was 
eating its way outward from the heart. n 

b, to quote the terse language of Scripture, did 
more to provoke the Lord God of Israel to anger than 
all the kings of Israel that were before him. His 
marriage with the brilliant but unscrupulous Jezebel 
was in direct violation of a divine statute. Her 
father, though ‘priest of Astarte, had murdered the 
king of Tyre and ascended his throne. Jezebel, when 
wedded to Ahab, clung to her heathen divinities, and, 
holding in contempt the golden calves, imposed on 
Israel the more degrading worship of Baal. Domi- 
nated by her imperiotis will, Athab built in Samaria 
a great temple to Baal, and consecrated in honor of 
Astarte an oragular grove at Jezreel. Four hun- 
dred and fifty prophets served in the temple, and 
four hundred more conducted the religious orgies 
in the grove. Cast off by their calf, as later re- 
proached by Hosea, all Israel — save seven thousand 
— were prostrate before heathen deities. Jehovah’s 
altars were down; his priests were persecuted; his 
people were apostate. The star of the sun-god was in 
the ascendant. 

Ahab had a passion for building. At Jezreel, 
upon the city wall, stood his far-famed ivory palace, 
with windows in the seraglio that looked out upon the 
pavement before the main gate. Spread out before 
the city lay the Plain of Jezreel —the battlefield of 
Palestine, the Armageddon of Revelation. It stretches 
from Carmel by way of Gilboa and Little Her- 
mon into three great highways to the Jordan. At 
Jezreel Jezebel perished:- at Jezreel God’s last, con- 
troversy with his people shall be settled, 


Te Old Testament prophets were called and 


The Significance of His Name 

During the reign of Ahab persecution raged and 
flamed about the prophets until only a hundred of 
them, concealed in a cave and secretly sustained by 
the king’s: prime minister, escaped torture or death. 
It was at this eventful crisis, when the worship of 
Jehovah had been proscribed and the Sidonian cult 
established, that Elijah the Tishbite suddenly con- 
fronted the apostate king. There is something weird, 
almost uncanny, in the abrupt. manner in which the 
prophet appears and disappears. When wanted, none 
can find him; when not wanted, he is suge to be 
there. Austere, aloof, of few words but of awful 
import. His name Elijah — Jehovah is my God — de- 
fines him and reveals the possibility of achievement 
through one so related. ubject to like passions as 
we are he sounds, from the highest exaltation to the 
deepest humiliation, all chords of spiritual experi- 
ence. With undaunted courage he stands before 
Ahab, but flees from .the face of Jezebel. The needy 
guest of a poor widow, yet to whom by the resurrec- 
tion of her dead child he accredits himself as a man 
of ,God and wins her from the service of Baal to 
the worship of Jehovah. 

The “many widows in Israel” may yet rejoice in 
this plumed knight who, with such a star in his 
crown, is to raise the fire-cross on Mount Carmél 
and summon the nation back to God. 

In his exhilaration of spirit, arising from the con- 
quest of that one soul in the enemy’s stronghold, 
Elijah crosses the border of Sidon to challenge the 
= host of Baal worshipers that infested his own 
and. 

On the western border of the Plain of Jezreel 
Carmel* lifts her gigantic head and looks toward 
the sea. Doubtless in the dens and caves of that 
rugged mountain the persecuted prophets of Jehovah 
were hiding from the vindictive wrath of Jezebel. 
To. the east, a thousand feet below, that “ancient 
river” — the Kishon — wound its way westward until 
it entered the deep gorge at the foot of Carmel and 
swept onward in a swollen torrent toward the sea. 
On the south bank of the stream, during a violent 
storm of wind and hail, “the stars in their courses 
fought against Sisera” whose horses and chariots, 
driven to escape through the foaming river, were 
swept away. On the same field the hests of Midian 
had perished before the sword of the Lord and of 
Gideon. Possibly the thought of those great vic- 
tories, sweeping chrough the mind of the prophet, may 
have nerved him for the greater conflict impending. 





As we 
mel, is it any wonder to us that Elisha, 


prophet’s young understudy, wished for a double 
portion of his spirit? The writer of this study 
is the author “The Coming Day,” a primer 


of the trath of the Lord’s coming, 
The Sunday School Times Company, 1031 Walnut 
Street, Philadelphia, boards 75 cts., cloth 90 cts. 








He stands alone. Over against him are the four 
hundred and fifty priests of Baal and the volatile 
and hesitating people who, halting between two opin- 
ions, await the issue of the prophet’s daring challenge. 

God’s vindication of Himself on Mount Carmel has 
been made the more familiar by the matchless music 
into which it has been woven. Even the great oratorio 
could do little more than lay emphasis upon the 
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For I am the Lord your God: ye shall rey get 
sanctify yourselves, and ye shall be holy; for I am 
holy; neither shall ye defile yourselves with any man- 
ner of creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth 
(Lev. 11:44). 


OLINESS is the object and end of redemption. 

As all things in God’s providential economy move 
toward the manifestation of his own holiness, so all 
his sacrificial work for us moves toward the making 
of ourselves into his likeness, which is our holiness. 
For holiness has to do with being and character. It 
is what God is in himself; and it is what we are 
through Christ in him. Practically for us, it is sanc- 
tification; that is, it is being set apart by the Spirit 
unto God, for his possession and use. And it is 
this, experimentally realized, which transforms us 
into the divine image; that is, into holiness. 

Keeping these thoughts in mind, we better under- 
stand what otherwise seems strange; namely, the 
connection between the first part ofthe text and*the 
last. The first part exhorts to holiness and the sec- 
ond forbids the defiling of one’s self with any man- 
ner of creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth, 
But the question arises, Why do we need such a pro- 
hibition as this last? Does not nature itself. teach 
us that there is an essential difference between a man 
and a beast, and that this must ever be maintained? 
And besides, why is it that holiness is so calculated 
to establish the distinction desired? But these ques- 
tions if honestly asked, reveal a woeful ignorance, 
both of human nature, and of human history. To 
go back into the secret records, say of Sodom or 
Pompeii or London, or New York, is to find revela- 
tions of gross sin which would not be believed were 
they not known. And also, where the body of a man 
may remain pure, the spirit may often be defiled in 
the most bestial ways. So, then, nothing less than di- 
vine holiness is able to lift us up above the plane 
of creeping things. The trail of the Reptile has been 
left across our flesh and spirits, and we shall follow 
it hard unless we are fashioned by the Spirit of holi- 
ness into newness of life. 

I came across a man, many years ago, in the 
Bleecker Street Mission, New York, who was not 
only living on‘the plane of creeping things, but was 
so low down that he was himself, literally, a creep- 
ing thing. He was filthy in body, still more filthy in 
mind, and even still more filthy in spirit, his whole 
being having been given over to the bestial. More- 
over, he was filled with liquor and on the verge of 
delirium tremens. In our short conversation I told 
him that Jesus Christ was able then and there to 
make him whole, giving him the words: “The gift 
of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.” 
He knelt with me, trembling from head to foot, and 
in a few halting sentences told Christ that he was 
lost and wanted to be saved, and that he would accept 
the “gift.” That man got up absolutely sober, with 
the light of heaven in his eyes; and seeing another 
wreck of humanity near him, he went over to him, 
sat down by his side, put his arm about his shoulder, 
and began to tell him of the Saviour who had just 
then made a new man out of him. This is how God 
lifted a sinner .above creeping things. And poor, 
weary, tempted, and discouraged saint, what he did 
for that man he is able just now to do for you — only 
much more! 


Princeton, N. J. 


By Ford C. Ottman, D.D. 








randeur and sublimity of the Scripture narrative. 
rom early morning until three in the afternoon the 
frenzied idolaters called in vain upon their impotent 
od. The time limit was reached: the decisive hour 
ad come. It was at three o’clock, according to one 
tradition, that God breathed into Adam’s nostrils the 
breath of life and he became a living soul. At three 
o’clock the smoke of the at ry oblation rolled up 
and away toward heaven. At that hour the prayer 
of Elijah ascended and the God of Israel answered. 
Once more the rushing waters of Kishon are seen 
sweeping the blood of God’s enemies into the sea. 

In what follows there is a striking contrast. Ahab 
and his joyous companions feast. Elijah, apart upon 


‘Mount Carmel, bows “his face between his knees.” 


Toward the west the dying sun ‘rippled its flames 
over the face of the sea. The heavens were brass: the 
earth was iron. Again and again the boy returning 
from the mountain top reported no sign in the sky. 
At last the little cloud floated out upon the western 
horizon. Elijah is told,.and he at once sends his 
Servant to say unto Ahab: “Prepare thy chariot; and 
get thee down, that the rain stop thee not.” The 
effectual fervent prayer had prevailed. There was 
no time to lose. Ahab and Elijah descended to the 
plain. The king entered his chariot and Elijah, gird- 
ing up his-loins, ran before it through the blinding 
storm to the entrance of Jezreel. here they met 
the withering blast of Jezebel’s anger. Thrusting 
aside the king in scornful contempt, she sent a mes- 
senger to the prophet, saying, “As surely as thou 
art Elijah, and I am Jezebel, so may God do to me, 
and more also, if I make not thy life to-morrow, 
about this time, as the life of one of them.” 

The fierce malediction overwhelms the prophet. His 
faith falters; his strength weakens; in a panic of fear 
he flees. His great soul would scorn any attempt 
to exonerate this plunge into the cave of despair. He 
believes that he only remains loyal to Jehovah his 
God; that the nation is too far gone in apostasy to 
hope for its return.. The statutes of Omri had pre- 
vailed over the statutes of Jehovah. Now let re- 
tribution fall and the broken law exact its penalty, 
So seems to have been his thought. 


Meeting God in an Old Trysting Place 


But God had not failed. He had watched the course 
of the fleeing prophet whose restless feet had brought 
him in sheer exhaustion to the foot of the juniper 
tree. There angels minister to him, and the hand of 
God guides him on to Horeb, where’ in thunder and 
flame the violated statutes. had been proclaimed. In 
the granite solitudes of Sinai Elijah, like Moses, must 
meet God. Perhaps in the very cleft of the rock 
where Moses stood, Elijah stood, waiting for some 
sign of Jehovah’s presence. In the hurricane that 
shook the granite boulders loose; in the earthquake 
that cracked the foundations of the mountain; in the 
flames that flashed around him: the Lord “was not 
in these. Like manifestations had been familiar to 
the prophet, and in them God had been revealed. 
Such destructive forces were evidence of reserve 
power in God to exact the penalty of broken law. 
But holiness and justice are not the only attributes 
of God. Moses, at the first giving of the law, may 
have thought they were; but when that trial of law 
had ended in failure, God had renewed the covenant, 
proclaiming himself “merciful and gracious, long- 
suffering, and abundant in goodness and truth.” God 
dwells in no house of correction with piliory and rack 
and gibbet to punish offenders. He dwells in a house 
of compassion, keeping mercy for thousands, forgiv- 
ing iniquity and transgression and sin, even though 
he will by no means clear the guilty. How this‘shines 
forth from the Cross of Christ! 

The wind, the earthquake, the fire, may rend and 
shake and burn; these are judgments, God’s strange 
work. Only .when they are past, in deep — w 
tude that follows, may the gentle voice of Jehovah 
be heard. This Elijah learns, and he also learns that 
his mantle, to be transferred to Elisha, is no longer 
to be the symbol of inexorable justice only, but of 
justice tempered with mercy. So the face of Elijah, 
like the face of Moses, is illumined by the light of 
the Cross. 

Elijah’s public ministry ends at Horeb. Thereafter 
oe ge his ascension we catch but momentary glimpses 
of him. 

Ahab lived to crown his wickedness with the crime 
of murder, though instigated to it by the relentless 
Jezebel. Naboth and his sons were stoned to death, 
and the coveted vineyard falls to the king. In his 
royal chariot he rides to claim it. Jehu and Bidkar, 
officers of the court, ride in the same chariot. Little 
did Jehu then realize that he had already been des- 
ignated the instrument to seal the doom of the 
dynasty of Omri. , 

As the king and his companions entered the vine- 
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rd they were startled by a solitary re who had 
red helare dom tt wen Biteh” Hloet’ thom 
found me, O mine enemy?” cried the terrified king, 
and Elijah said, “I have found thee.” Then were 


uttered the awful words so well remembered by Jehu 
when long afterward he saw the blood of — 
ezree 


6pattering the pe ewy before the gate of 
Ronee s fed on her remains, lapping up her blood, 
leaving only the palms of her hands and the soles 
of her feet. Blood-stained and filthy, as they had 
become in the degrading service of Baal, even the 
voracious dogs turned from them in contempt and 
disgust. 

Ahab fell in battle for Ramoth-gilead. His body 
was borne to the royal burying place in Samaria. 
The blood washed from his chariot flowed into 
the pool that had been reddened by the blood of 
eg and prowling dogs fulfilled the prophecy of 

ijah. . 

Only once more, before his translation, do we catch 
a glimpse of the prophet. As of old he stands in 
solitary loneliness in the familiar haunt of Carmel. 
The royal troops sent to apprehend him were con- 
sumed in flames evoked from heaven. Elijah was 
a man of fire, caustic in speech, volcanic in action, 
burning in zeal. Even horses of fire and chariots 
of fire attend him when he rides on the whirlwind 
to heaven. In vanishing from the world he left more 
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ot bie a 8 eee ee 
‘He ever abides, stern, *inflexi uncompromising. 
foe of evil, enshrined as no othet in the indestructi- 
ble memory of Jew and Gentile alike. We may and 
— covet his loyal devotion to Jehovah, his God, 
and ours. 

Since his ascension he has returned to the world 
once when with Moses he stood with Jesus in the 
glory of His transfiguration. That he shall come 
again is the firm belief of all who bow to the author- 
ity of Scripture. When the last Ahab and the last 
reese shall arise to flaunt their iy page: in the 
ace of God Lo shall confront, before they meet 
their doom, Elijah the Tishbite. ; 

Two witnesses are in fact to precede the coming 
of the Lord in glory. ber 

“These have power to shut heaven, that it rain not 
in the days of their ak ee and have power over 
waters to turn them to blood, and to smite the earth 
with all plagues, as often as they will.” | 

The majestic figures of Moses and Elijah alone fit 
that frame. 

The “Day of the Lord” is surely coming. That 
the Day should be ushered in by these great champ- 
ions of the Law and the Prophets is no serious“tax 
on faith, but is in keeping with the whole tenor of 
Scripture. ; 


New York City. 





Using a Juggernaut Car for a Pulpit 


The blood of One, not of a multitude, cleanses from sin 


By Lady Hope 











Readers of The Sunday School Times who followed Lady Hope, of England, in the series of articles she con- 
tributed to The Sunday School Times in 1917 about the miraculous results of her ‘‘Coffee Room Evangelism ’’ 
in England, will be glad to meet her consecrated pen again in this article, the second of a series of evanglism stories 
to appear from time to time, the first of which, ‘‘ The Alpine Cure, ’’ was published in the Times of July 23, 1921. 


mobile in any shape or form, or in any respect 
whatever. n the contrary, it was as differ- 
ent as anything ‘could be. ; : 

In the first, place it. belonged to’ an idol and was 

kept in one of his temples, in, southern. India, 
} ai ernaut is one of the principal gods of the 
Hindus. Thére aré millions of Hindu’ people, and 
they worship a number of different ‘idols, and the 
wear a mark on their foreheads to show whic 
one it is. These a religions are based on fear. 
If their gods are made angry they will punish them. 
That is their one, idea. f 

We lived among:these people when I was a child. 
Our house was on the banks of the river called 
the Godavery. “It was a very wide river, — four 
miles wide in front of our home. My father had 
very large engineering works there. e was build- 
ing an annicut, or bund; right across the river, so 
that the surplus water of the river could be turned 
into canals to irrigate the country. Sometimes there 
were tremendous floods, sometimes no rain, and then 
famines, when many of the people died through sick- 
ness and want. healers vase 8 

My first recollection_as a little girl is of a Jugger- 
naut car. Once a year there was a procession, when 
this great idol was seen by all the people riding in 
state. But I remember hiding under a bed, because 
the noises outside were so dreadful, The shrieking 
and screaming, wheels rattling, and children crying, 
made quite a Babel. The people carried flaring 
torches, and they were beating drums, and making 
very strange sounds on wooden pipes and other dis- 
cordant instruments. . 

Hundreds of men were dragging the car with 
ropes along the roads.. It was made of wood, and 
had six platforms, one above the other, with some 
distance between. The platforms got smaller and 
smaller as they went to the top, where there was 
a canopy with little tinkling bells. = 

On. the second platform from the. ground sat the 
idol, with his legs crossed. He was thirty feet high. 
He had six arms, great, red eyes, and an enormous 
red mouth, with ears like an elephant. He was made 
of clay and covered with whitewash. As the car 
went along, it towered over all the huts where the 
natives lived, and even over the trees. 

But the worst of all was that each of the eight 
wheels had two great curved knives fastened to it, 
and the people tried to please their god by throw- 
ing the women and children down under these knives. 
Many of them were very drunk with a strong spirit 
called “arrack,” which they get from the palms,. and 
as the blood flowed the excitement was very. great. 

Why did they want the blood .to flow down the 
streets? Because, though they were only poor heathen, 
they seemed to know something that even our peo- 
ple do not know, or understand, always. They 
thought that by this means their sins. would be for- 
given. They thought, too, that the anger..of their 
god would be appeased, and that the smallpox might 

kept away, and the harvest would be better. 


D: NOT think that this car was like an auto- 


“this strange p 


a? 


God ‘has told us himself in his own Word that 
without the shedding of blood, there is no remission 
of sins. But these poor people thought their own 
blood. must be shed. . They did-not.know -that the 


blood of Jesus Christ, God’s Son, cleanses~us' from. : 


all..sin. 

While: all this‘screaming: and ‘hoise was going on, 
and the poor’ children’ were being hurt and some 
of them killed, and the women too-were being sac- 
rificed to please the hideous monster that they were 
all worshiping,- something -happened:.-A white man 
appeared on the scene. e was a young engineer. 

My father had several young men on his staff, all 
studying the engineering profession, One of them 
had lately become an earnest Christian. In our house 
he had many opportunities for Bible study, and in 
the évenings, conversation, which had opened up to 
him. the way of-salvation. He knew now that: Jesus 
Christ had died for him, and that all his sins were 
atoned for. He was forgiven, pardoned for Christ’s 
sake, and he was at peace with God. 

On this day of the procession he was going back 
to his little hut beside the river when he saw- this 
great crowd and heard the dreadful noise of shout- 
ing and screaming. en he saw the women and 
children being hurt, and even killed, by the knives 
on the car wheels, he ran into the middle of the 
crowd and shouted to the people. More than two 
thousand of these men were employed on these great 
works, so he knew them quite well. Indeed, he had 
to pay them their wages every Saturday, so he knew 
most of them by sight 

“Oh, my men,” he said, “why do you shed this 
blood? How can yeu be so cruel to your wives and 
children ?” 

“Our god, the mighty Juggernaut, demands it,” 
they answered. 

Holding up the little Testament in his hand, he 
began to preach the Gospel to them. 

“This is the Word of the white man’s God,” he 
said. “He has created the whole world. The true 
God speaks to you. He loves pe He does not 
want you to hurt yourselves. isten to what He 
says, ‘Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and you 
shall be saved.’ ‘Behold, the Lamb of God, that 
taketh away the sin of the world.” 

He had just reached this point when the priests 
became very excited and called out, 

“Gag him. Drown him. He is speaking strange 
words against our god. Tie up his hands and feet, 
and put him in the river.” 

“No,. no,” the workmen shouted, “he is a good 
man. He is our paymaster. He gives us all our 
money. He does not hold back one pice [a cent]. 
He pays it all. We will hear what he says.” 

The next moment Captain: Henson found himself 
lifted ‘up"in the men’s arms, and carried to the car, 
where they placed him on the’ platform beside the 
god Juggernaut. There he found himself standing, 
and the people expécting him to speak. So. from 
yulpit, he began to tell ther in the Telugu 
ich he had been learning for some lit- 


language, w 


slunk away, and vast crowd of people were lis- 
tening in . He t em that God did not want 
them to hurt themselves. He was to bless 
eg Ragen ye them from oll their om must 
not be afraid. They must learn better 3 

must learn to know the Lord Jesus Christ, Phe 
dear Son, and trust in him. He told them, too, that 
God was their Father, —their Heavenly Father. He 


said that God loved them and wanted them to 
happy, and blessed, and after they died to come to 
his beautiful Home above the skies, : 

The sun was now setting, and its rays of gold-and 
crimson were reflected like a carpet of glory in the 
below. And that is the way we have heaven 
down here, shining in our hearts. These were quite 


& 


the wonderful thing about missionary work. We read 
the Bible to the people, and God explains it to them 
by his Holy Spirit. ; 

The preacher was getting very tired now. So he 
told the listening crowd that he would pray to God 
for them, and then he must come down-from his high 
platform, and go back to his hut. This was the end 
of his first missionary service, but .not his last. 

The workmen took him from his lofty post beside 
the idol. He asked the people all to go back to 


their homes quietly, and they did so. The noisy pro- ‘ 


cession was ended. That night while the young 
officer was asleep in his cot, he was awakened by 
a touch on his shoulder. He started up asking, 

*What is the matter?” 

‘a The hut was quite dark, but a voice whispered-in 
is ear, 

“Do not fear, master. I am your head carpenter. 
You know me well. I have come to ask you a 
oe Do you believe what you Said to-night? Is 
it true?” 

Then he asked that the conversation might be 
carried on in a low voice, for no one must hear. The 
answer was a very simple and a very direct one. 

“I do believe every word that God has spoken. 
The little book which I showed you was God’s own 
message to both you and me. It is the message 
to us all. If you, too, believe in the Lord 
Jesus Christ; the Son of God, you can be saved. You 
can ‘be saved now. You can be-saved to-night.” 

They talked some time. And then they prayed. 

“T will be a Christian,” said the carpenter, “I will 
serve your God,” And then he..told. the officer that 
from this time his life-would, not -be safe... He would 
be an outcast from the village where he lived; The 
priest and the people would curse him. They: would 
poison him if they could. He. slunk away in the dark, 
to bid adieu to his wife. And then what followed? 

She shrieked and screamed. The, neighbors all 
came running out. Stones and dust. were thrown 
after him, 
there he had to live on roots and fruits and grain. 
For he could not buy food. No one. would sell it 
to him. But he continued in his place at the works. 
There he was under protection. And every week 


_he placed money at his. wife’s door, to provide for 


his family. This went on, and then there was a rec- 
onciliation, and his wife begged him to return to her. 
His position and conduct were so good that he won 
the respect of his neighbors. 

After a time the young officer went to England for 
a short time, and as he stood on the deck of the 
steamer, the carpenter said farewell to him, adding 
this request, 

“Sir, you have the Word of God in that little Book. 
Will you give me one page of it, that I may look at 
it every day?” Then the poor fellow broke down, 
and could not speak another word. 

“You shall have the whole book,” said his friend. 
And he put the Testament into his hands. 

When Captain Henson returned from England he 
found to his great joy and surprise that the carpen- 
ter had been very earnestly teaching the people 
what he had learned, and had established little 
missions along the banks of the river. There were 
nine of these missions in the villages, where the 
heathen men and women were coming. eagerly to 
hear the Gospel message. After a time this native 
carpenter became a missionary. He was ordained, 
ene Mies: the whole of his life to this glorious 
work. 

Some people say that we ought to let the heathen 
races have their own religions without interference, ~— 
that they should be left to live lives of misery, sin, 
and darkness, and then to perish without ever hearing 
of our Saviour. Do you think that is right? 

No, no. We must spread the Good News, and let 
every one share with us the blessings we have found. 

Los ANGELES, CAL, 


“Analytical Outlines of the Old Testament,” by 
Miss Margaretta M. Haig (published by The Sun- 
day School Times Co:, Philadelphia, at $1.25); is a 
book that will prove especially helpful in connection 
with the Old. Testament lessons in 1922. The book 
contains series of well thought-out outlines of the 
beoks and periods of Old Testament history, and has 
been written with the additional design of making it 
particularly useful for teacher-training classes. 


e ran into the woods for shelter, and 
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Lesson for January 8 
1 Kings 17 : 1-24 
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/ LESSON 2. JANUARY 8. ELIJAH THE TISHBITE - 


1 Kings 17 : 1-24 





Golden Text.—But seek ye first his kingdom, and his righteousness ; and all these things shall be added unto you.— Matthew 6 : 53 





licieacataiin 
The Lesson Pilot 


By Howard A. Banks 


Getting Started in Class 


HE late James Lick, of California, to whom 
the world of science is indebted for the far- 
visioning Lick telescope, had some eccentrici- 
ties. One | his tests for a young man applying 
for a business position with him, was an order to 
lant a yo tree upside down, roots in the air 
ranches in the earth! If the order was complied 
with instanter, without parley, or protest as to its 
absurdity, Mr. Lick knew that he had annexed a 
workman who would yield him cog oagnren obedi- 
ence; and with and through whom he could work 
out his plans unhesitatingly. Elijah yielded this sort 
of unquestioning obedience to God. 


4 
Our Background Material 

In the first division of her lesson treatment, the 
kings who have reigned between Jeroboam and Ahab 
are named by.Mrs. Askew, with a brief characteriza- 
tion of their rules. 

The number of years that have passed since the 
division of the kingdom in the last lesson, the fail- 
ure of Jeroboam’s bp egy plan for establish- 
ing his own house, and the condition of the northern 
kingdom at the present time, are described by Dr. 
Thomas (II, 5). 


The Lesson Itself 

The references, except as otherwise.noted, are to les- 

son-articles in this issue. Bold-face figures at the end 

of certain poenmregns in those articles will help in 
quickly locating the references. 

Elijah is believed to have been a priest; the word 
“Tishbite” may mean “a sojourner.” Is there a portrait 
of the representative “man of God”—for so the 
widow describes Elijah —in the text of this 1esson, 
and shall we let the widow of Zarephath thus write the 
title of that portrait? (Dr. Ellis; Dr. Thomas, I, 
1; Family Worship for Tuesday.) ; 

The teacher will do well to saturate his mind with 


“ the ‘fine appreciation. of “Elijah: The Man and the 


Type,” by Dr. Ford C. Ottman, on page 743 of this 
issue. 

One of the prophets said, “Cease ye from man, 
whose breath is in his nostrils” (Isa. 2:22). The 
men of God of ancient Israel, the prophets, for the 
greater part could say with Elijah about Jehovah, 
‘Before whom I stand” (Dr. Smellie, 1; Round- 
Table, 3). 

Elijah’s expression, “but according to my word,’ 
was a door of hope, but God through his servant 
opened these doors on a certain condition. What was 
the condition that would make it posstble for him 
to open that door in-Israel at that time? What are 
the reasons God is not opening doors in your life 
now, or in the life of nations? (Dr. Smellie, 2.) 

“I have commanded” (v. 4). “Almighty power is a 
better and easier explanation than all rationalistic in- 
ventions.” 

Do not fail to emphasize the word “there” in verse 
. Anywhere else than in God’s appointed place Eli- 

jah would have perished. Are we in God’s place 
for us? (Round-Table, 1.) 
’ Elijah did not try to estimate the potentialities of 
a fast drying took nor a skimpily supplied larder 
in the household of a poor widow who had a son with 
an appetite no doubt like that of a Boy Scout. The 
vision of faith is focussed upon something better 
than circumstances (the Cartoon; Round-Table, 2). 

The prophet and the widow were not very popu- 
lar people in Israel at the time of the great drought, 
but they were the two people in all the land that 

=God could most use in teamwork, and it was because 
they both fully yielded their wills to the law and word 
of God (Mr. Ridgway, 2). 

The full significance of Elijah’s thunderbolt mes- 
sage to the godless king will be realized when one 
understands something of the heathen worship to 
which Ahab had allowed Jezebel to bring the nation 
(Mrs. Askew, 1). 

God usually does not work miracles when the pur- 
pose to be achieved can be accomplished through 
natural means. The'miracle of the meal jar and the 
oil cruse continued wntil rain came (v. 14). 

Though our Lord came to “the lost sheep of the 
house of Israel,” he burst the land boundaries on 
several occasions to help those of other races, just 
earnests of what he would do soon afterward 
for all the Gentile races, and when he went into the 
region of Tyre and Sidon and wrought a miracle 
of helpfulness for a suffering woman there, his 
thoughts must have turned backward to this experi- 
ence of Elijah and the widow. No doubt Elijah and 
he had often spoken of it when they were in the Glory 

together before the incarnation (Dr. Smellie, 7). 





Rezetional Banding : Psalm 62 : 1-8. 
Reference ial ; Exodus 16; 1 Kings 16 : 29-33 ; Matt. 6 : 19-34. 
Primary Topic : God Cange for Elijah. 

‘Lesson Materia! : 1 Kings 17 ; 1-16. 

any Verse : pe ae for you.—1 Peter 5; 7. 

Lesson Material : x Kings 27 3 x-26. 
\ mee Be a 6 tweak’ 
ntermediate Senior Topic : 's Champion Preserved. 
Teep Se Vous People and Adults: Obeying the Word of Je- 
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The portion of the text indicated by the International 
Lesson Committee for printing - the lesson helps is 
verses 1-1 


1 And Elijah the Tishbite, who was of the sojourners of 

lead, said unto Ahab, As Jehovah, the God of Israel, 
liveth, before whom I stand, there shall not be dew nor 
rain these years, but according to my word. 2 And the 
word of Jehovah came unto him, saying, 3 Get thee hence, 
and turn thee eastward, and hide thyself by the brook 
Cherith, that is before the Jordan. 4 And it shall be, that 
thou shalt drink of the brook; and I have commanded the 
ravens to feed thee there. 5 So he went and did according 
unto the word of Jehovah; for he went and dwelt by the 
brook Cherith, that is before the Jordan. 6 And the ravens 
brought him bread and flesh in ¢he morning, and bread and 
flesh in the evening; and he drank of the brook. 7 And 
it came to pass after a while, that the brook dried up, be- 
cause there was no rain in the land. 

8 And the word of Jehovah came unto him, saying, 9 
Arise, get thee te Zarephath, which belongeth to Sidon, 
and dwell there: behold, I have commanded a widow there 
to sustain thee. 1¢@ So he arose and went to Zarephath; 
and when he came to the gate of the city, behold, a widow 
was there gathering sticks: and he called to her, and said, 
Fetch me, I pray thee, a little water in a vessel, that I 
may drink. 11 And as she was going to fetch it, he called 
to her, and said, Bring me, I pray thee, a morsel of bread 
im thy hand. 12 And she said, As Jehovah thy God liveth, 
I have not a cake, but a handful of meal in the jar, and 
a little oil in the cruse: and, behold, I am gathering two 
sticks, that I may go in and dress it for me and my son, 
that we may eat it, and die. 13 And Elijah said unto her, 
Fear not; go and do as thou hast said; but make me thereof 
a little cake first, and bring it forth unto me, and after- 
ward make for thee and for thy son. 14 For thus saith Je- 
hovah, the God of Israel, The jar of meal shall not waste, 
neither shall the cruse of oil fail, until the day that Je- 
hovah sendeth rain upon the earth. 15 And she went and 
did according to the saying of Elijah: and she, and he, and 
her house, did eat many days. 16 The jar of meal wasted 
not, neither did the cruse of: oil fail, according to the word 
of Jehovah, which he spake by Elijah. 


American Revision copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson & Sons 








Elijah’s experience at Cherith and Zarephath are 
preparing him for that of Carmel, which we study in 
the next lesson (Dr. Thomas, I, 2). 

Mrs. Bryner tells this story entertainingly for tots 
but for both young and old a modern version of 
Cherith is given by Mr. Ridgway. 

“This is Mr. Teas here on page 748, of The Sun- 
day School Times, our new Boy-Teacher of boy- 
teachers and boys. Shake, Mr. Teas! Thank you 
for that tip about ‘sealed orders’” (Mr. Teas, 1). 


The Truth that Is Golden 


Born in mystery and silence (in this respect mak- 
ing us think of the importance: of the New Birth — 
Dr. Smellie, 1, 3), Elijah walks in an atmosphere of 
supernaturalism. He “suddenly appears, a full-grown 
seer, facing Ahab with flaming reproof.” Raven-fed, 
praying down, now_fires from heaven, now rain, he is 
finally translated in whirlwind and flame-chariots! 
It was all because he could truly say, “Jehovah, be- 
fore whom I stand.” If the Christian, if the church 
to-day, always stood before Jehovah, he, it, would 
get out of the wheel-ruts of formality, rationalism, 
and spiritual impotence (Dr. Thomas, in The Heart 
of the Lesson; Mrs. Askew, 5). 

The floods of supernaturalism cut their own chan- 
nels (Mr. Howard). The unwilling widow and the 
unclean raven become instruments of usefulness in 


‘the working of God, for he “can call coadjutors from 


the strangest places” (Dr. Smellie, 4, 6; Dr. Thomas, 
me a a ee No may not be as sensational 
in its manifestations to-day as in Elijah’s time, but 
it is just as possible and just as necessary, if God 
is to touch the world, through us, in healing and help, 
in salvation and sanctification! Will your church 
have a Watch Night meeting.on New Year’s Eve to 





Do you need for your church or Sunday-school a bell, 
blackboard, pews, Bibles, hymn-books, communion set, © 
bulletin wed maps, marking system, class pins, or any 
other device or equipment ? tf so, will you not write 
to the Service ‘Doasteame of The Sunday School 
Times, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, which is 
prepared to make suggestions as to Supply Houses that 
can meet your need ? 














pray, for Elijah-like obedience, so that God can send 
is Spirit to bring a revival in the body of Christ, 
and prepare his people for a glorious rapture, of 
which Elijah’s was an earnest? 


Teaching Points 

No one can outgive God, and what hé did for 
the widow through the prophet was a thousandfold 
145 than what she had done for him (Dr. Thomas, 
ry . 

Both God’s power and his watch-care are strikingly 
evident in this lesson (Mrs. Askew, 3, 4; Family 
Worship for Friday). 

It is wonderful to be hidden by God (vy..3) —hid 
from self, hid from Satan, “hid with Christ in God” 
(Col. 3:3). 

The secret of Elijah’s wonderful life was prayer. 
This. is emphasized by the Holy-Spirit’s reference 
to him in James 5:17, where He says that Elijah was 
a man of like ae with us, and yet he prayed and 
God answered. If we in the church to-day would 
do more praying we would have more Elijahs. In 
observing the Universal Week of Prayer let us bear 
in mind this truth (Introduction to Family Worship). 

Two women stand out in contrast in this lesson, 
the widow of Zarephath and the queen of Israel. One 
of them was a blessing to a prophet (Mr. ja: he 
2), and the other was the curse of a king (Family 
Worship for Monday). 

Elijah could sympathize with and help in suffering 
because he shared in it; in this he is a reminder of 
our Lord (Dr. Smellie, 5). 

Questions for Study and Discussion 

Who was Elijah? 

How many times was Elijah miraculously fed? 
(vs. 6, 9, and 19: 5, 6.) 

Would Jezebel expect Elijah to hide himself at 
Zarephath? (Mrs. Askew, 2.) 


Is our own time like the’ Elijah-Ahab period, and 
do we need an Elijah? (Mr. Teas, 2.) 


What is God’s purpose in chastening? (Family 


Worship for Thursday.) 


Can poor folks do anything for missions? (Miss 
Homer-Dixon. ) 
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This Week’s Teaching Principle 


By Charles Calvert Ellis, B.D., Ph.D. 


Vice-President and Professor of Education at Juniata College 





THE PRINCIPLE OF GENERALIZATION “(Tyre In- 
puction).—Lead the pupil to discover the gen- 
- eral law indicated by individual cases. 











‘Tae subject of our lesson is Elijah the Tishbite. 
The title which the widow of Zarephath gives 
him is, “Man of God.” Can we discover in this 
prophet that which will justify a generalization as 
to the qualities of a man of God? There ought to 
be a God side and a man side to a life that deserves 
such designation; at least there ought to be such a 
relation of the one to the other in the life as to jus- 
tify it The very name Elijah is wonderfully signifi- 
cant in this regard—a human being with a divine 
name! One could perhaps go profitably far afield 
here in .meditation upon the significance of proper 
names, especially those in the old Book; but we shall 
need to resist that temptation in the interest of the 
real lesson. 

Confining ourselves to the chapter which consti- 
tutes our lesson, though it is not a complete record 
of his career of course, we shall find. tundamental 
justification for the widow’s designation, and basis 
for generalization on the manward and the God- 
ward side. We find here a man of prayer, of faith, 
and obedience. Not only was the child of the widow 
restored in answer to his prayer, but it seems clear 
from the book of James that his announcement to 
Ahab had been preceded by prayer, and was made 
with utmost faith in Ged’s answer. His going to 
the brook and to the widow are both evidences of 
faith and obedience. But this reliance upon Jehovah 
is met by a God who works in, and for, and through 
the man of God. The holy boldness with which he 
declared Jehovah’s word to Ahab was doubtless as 
much God-given as the miracles God wrought for 
him and through him. Have -we not here a portrait 
of a man of God for all ages? And is it not encour- 
aging to know from God’s Word itself that he “was 
a man of like passions with us”? 


Huntinepon, Pa. 







































The Lesson as a Whole 


By the Rev. W. H. Griffith Thomas, D.D. 





L The Lesson’s Main Message 


(For connection with last lesson see below, under 
Reference Material.) 


The Herald (v. 1). Elijah is abruptly introduced. 


We know nothing of his family, youth, or education. 
He ~ wt as a full-grown man from Thisbe, in 
Gilead, on the east of Jordan. His name means Bn 
hovah my God,” or “Jehovah ry’ strength.” is 
power lay in the consciousness of living in the pres- 
ence of God, ready for his service. Unlike Baal, 
ehovah was a “living” God, and Elijah stood in 
is presence prepared for whatever was required. His 
proclamation was plain, and told of the ye pe ong of 
a long famine because of the terrible sin of the king 
16: 33). (1) . 

The Fugitive (ve. 2-7). A sudden change took 
place in Elijah’s life, and he, the bold, daring man, 
was ordered to hide himself. This would at once 
protect him from Ahab and train him for future 
work. With implicit cbedience he went according to 
“the word of Jehovah,” and resting on the assurance, 
“I have commanded.” What a silence would be in 
the ravine and what solitude he would have, day 
and night! Yet his food came punctually and regu- 
lariy by natural and yet supernatural provision. It 
was God who led the ravens thither twice a day. All 
this would make his faith in God strong and pro- 
vide fine opportunities for fellowship with God.. One 
step at a time was the lesson, and to a man of his 
vigor the time of waiting would probably be a se- 
vere test. But the hidden life must come first, and 
Cherith must precede Carmel (chap. 18). The two 
chief needs of the worker are “faith and patience” 
(Heb. 6:12). (2) 

The Guest (vs. 8-16). The drying of the brook 
was a further test of faith, leading Elijah to lean 
still more heavily on God, and at the proper time, 
neither too soon nor too late, God’s command and 
provision came. He was to go outside the bound- 
aries of the Promised Land, to a place belonging to 
Baal and to one who naturally had little to meet her 
own needs, apart from those of others. But God was 
teaching his servant new lessons and. the need of full 
trust in all emergencies. One step only was com- 
manded, but transplanting often strengthens, and 
Elijah trusted and obeyed at once. Guided by God 
he met the widow and requested food and drink, but 
he was told of the trouble owing to the famine. Then 
the faith of the man again shone out, If only she 
would put God “first,” she and her house should not 
die. The result was seen, and the words of the 
stranger came true. Once more Elijah was miracu- 
lously fed. (3) 

The Man of God (vs. 7-24). The circumstances of 
the woman soon elicited a fresh opportunity for Eli- 
jzh’s witness for God. The widow thought the death 
of her son was a judgment on some sin in her for- 
mer life, in answer to faith and prayer the son 
was restored to life, and the woman was confirmed 
in her conviction that Elijah was indeed a true serv- 
“a of God. Thus he brought blessing to the home. 
4 


Devotional Reading : Psalm 62:1-8. Experiences 
appropriate to Elijah’s circumstances. (1) The con- 
fidence in God, verses 1, 2; (2) the conviction about 
enemies, verses ; 4; (3) the courage amid perils, 
verses 5-7; (4) the counsel to others, verse 8. B, 
—See the difference in verses 2 and 6. The explan- 
ation is that a fuller experience had been enjoyed in 
between. 

Books. (The prices of books, owing to unusual 
publishing conditions, are necessarily subject to change 
without notice).—Pulpit Commentary on Kings (Funk 
and Wagnalls, New York, 51 vols.; $2.50 a vol.; sold 
only in sets). Lumby in Cambridge Bible on Kings 
(The Macmillan Co., New York, $1). People’s Bible, 
by Joseph Parker (Funk and Wagnalls, $1.75). “Eli- 
jah,” by Meyer (Fleming H. Revell Co., New York, 
$1)’: “Elijah,” by W. M. Taylor (Harper and Bros., 
New York, 75 cts.). Davis’ Bible Dictionary, names 
of persons and places (Westminster Press, Philadel- 
phia, $4). 


ll. Reference Material 

Exodus 16; 1 Kings 16:29-33; Matthew 6: 19-34. 

1. Exodus 16. (1) The deep need; (2) the Divine 
supply. 

2. 1 Kings 16: 29-33. The events leading up im- 
mediately to the lesson. But all the story should 
be known. Since Jeroboam (last lesson) nearly sixty 
years had passed. with four kings of Judah and seven 
of Israel. In Israel, Ahab was the last of four dyn- 
asties, so that all Jeroboam’s care had not established 
his house. Terrible decline and apostasy had set in, 
which culminated in Ahab’s marriage to Jezebel, the 
daughter of the idolatrous king of Zidon. Baal- 
worship was thus introduced, and everything became 
dark and spiritually dead. But they had not reck- 
oned with God. He raised up Elijah. The worst 
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times often lead to the best of men being sent by 
God, and this lesson is the story of his preliminary 
training for his work. (5) 

3. Matthew 6: 19-34. An illustration of 1 Kings 
17:13. (1) Thoroughness—the call of sificerity, 
verses 19-24; (2) trustfulness —the cure for anxiety, 
verses 25-34. 


Ill. The Graded Topics 


1. Intermediate and Senior: Jehovah’s Champion 
Preserved. (1) The man—abrupt appearance — 
meaning of name_(as above); (2) the message — 
God’s word to the king, delivered with courage: pun- 
ishment for sin, direct attack on idolatry, God as 
slaty as ever; (3) the protection—by the brook 
and beyond the Jordan, to avoid persecution, to pre- 
vent crowds coming, to wait until famine was over, 
to train in faith, patience, and courage. Thus God 
preserved his servant for the work to be done. 


2. Young People and Adults: Obeying the Word. 
Note at each stage God’s word —verses 1, 2, 4, 5, 
8, 9, 14, 16, 24. (1) Elijah learned courage (v. 1); 
patience (two years); and contentment (vs. 57); 
(2) The explanation was the recognition of God 

vs. I, 5, 10, 14, 20); his relationship to God (vs. 
I, 20, 21, “I stand”; “my God”) ; and his response to 
God (vs. 5, 10). Thus, obedience at every point was 
the secret of his power. 


IV. The Heart of the Lesson 


Verse 1 illustrates the Golden Text. God must 
be first. The secret of Elijah’s life was “in the be- 
ginning God” (Gen. 1:4). 

1. The Reality. There must be (1) surrender to 
God; (2) possession of God (“my”); (3) trust in 
God, and (4) obedience to God. 

2. The Results. (1) Boldness against evil (v. 1). 
(2) Confidence in perplexity, (3) Loyalty without 
hesitation. (4) Patience throughout adversity. 

3. The Reminder. Elijah’s God is “our God” (Psa. 
48:14). Let us therefore (1) Brasp this fact con- 
cerning him, (2) give our lives to him, (3) go forth 
in service for him. God in life makes man great. 
The figure “1” before six noughts makes a million. 
God’s servants are masters of evil (v. 1) and wit- 
nesses for him (v. 24). They overcome sin, bless 
humanity, and glorify God. 


V. Leading Questions 
What circumstances led to the need of Elijah? 


How can we account for the words of Elijah in 
verse 1 about the famine? 


Why was courage needed at this time? 
Why did God take Elijah out of Israel? 


How does “first” (v. 13) agree with the Golden 
Text? 


What features of Elijah’s character are seen here? 
PHILADELPHIA. 
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Mr. Sickerfoot 
By the Rev. Alexander Smellie, D.D. 


T WAS the name given by his contemporaries to 
a prince of the Scottish covenant, James Guthrie 
of Stirling, who died for his faith at the Mer- 
cat Cross of Edinburgh. He was “the short man 
who could not bow.” He was Mr. Sickerfoot, Mr. 
Surefoot, Mr. Standfast, as John Bunyan would say. 
Elijah is the Mr. Sickerféot of Israelite story. e 
stood four-square to all the winds that blew. And 
the rock would fly from its firm base as soon as he. 


We look at the man himself. ; 

With startling suddenness he stepped on the scene, 
already strong in Jehovah and in the power of-his 
might, It was some sixty years since the separation 
of the Kingdoms. Ahab and Jezebel were misgov- 
erning Israel — he, caring merely for the commercial 
success and outward prosperity of his people; she, 
crafty, designing, malicious, revengeful, cruel; both 
of them far from God and righteousness. Then, all 
at once, without premonitory sign of any sort, Elijah 
the Tishbite said unto Ahab, As the Lord God of 
Israel liveth, before whom I stand, there shall not be 
dew nor rain these years, but according to my word. 

We know nothing of his previous history. From 
money and solitude he came, to bear his witness 
and fulfil his work. But he came well-equipped, like 
Athene in the Greek fable springing full-armed from 
the head of Zeus. In his loneliness he had lived 
with one supreme Companion. Before whom I stand, 
thus he described the habitual attitude of his soul 
towards God. Morning and night he was conscious of 
him. Why should he be frightened for Ahab’s wrath, 
or cower before’ the deeper hate of Jezebel? He 
spent his days in the eye of a Taskmaster greater 
than either of them, a Taskmaster who was his 
familiar Friend. (1) 

One gets glimpses, too, into the man’s heart in his 
first message. It was stern in its threatening, fore- 
telling a distinct and definite drought. But pity made 
itself heard through the sternness. Let there be re- 
pentance on the part of king and people, and the 
dews and rains would descend again. But according 
to my word — it is the opening of a_door of hope. 
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For God and God’s true messengers have no pleas- 
ure in doom and death. (2) 

Elijah is what we should desire to be—born in 
po gt wy and silence, “not of blood, nor of the will 
of the flesh, nor of the will of man”; living in the 
perpetual recollection of our Lord; and spaghloes the 
truth in love. (3) 


But now we see him sent to school. 

To the brook Cherith, one of those wadies or narrow 
gorges common on both banks of the Jordan, Elijah 
was bidden go, once he had delivered the divine 
oracle to Ahab, There, meantime, he must make 
his home, camping under the broad heavens, drink- 
ing of the water of the little brawling stream, and 
locking for his food directly to God. The black- 
win birds, which the law of Moses had pronounced 
unclean, were sublimed into the Lord’s almoners, to 
minister to the wants of his servant. For God can call 
his coadjutors from the strangest plaees. (4) 

Mr. Sickerfoot learned a new lesson, that of 
simple and continuous trust. Over his head the sun 
shone from a blazing shield of brass, and under his 
feet the parched earth grew hard. as iron; but God 
sustained him, and he lacked for no good thing. The 
truth is as modern as it is ancient, and as—valid in 
America as in Palestine. Both for the body and for 
| = Na the best rule is that of childlike and daily 
aith. ; 

But, by and by, the brook dried up; and this, also, 
was part of-Elijah’s. training. Men were hungry 
and thirsty all around. They were sinners, and the 
famine was the punishment of their sin; while*he 
was God’s faithful prophet, to whom the very. thought 
of his Lord gave “light to know and life to do.” 
But: he would never be a messenger to reach their 
hearts, till he was baptized into a personal experience 
of their sufferings; and therefore their pains must 
be his pains too. It reminds us of Him who suffered, 
being tempted; and so is able to succor us. And it 
tells us that, if we are to be prophets of God and 
genuine helpers of men, we must “sit where they sit,” 
in sympathy with their sorrows, and in participation 
not of their sins indeed but of the mournful conse- 
quences of these sins. Then we shall be kept from 
censoriousness and Pharisaism, and shall be taught the 
compassions of Christ. (5) 


Elijah’s education was not finished yet; and we 
follow him to a second schoolroom. 

Outside of Israel entirely, in Zarephath, one of the 
villages of Phoenicia, he found, at God’s command- 
ment, a lodging in the cottage of a poor widow. She 
was most unwilling to receive him, for she was get- 
ting ready tor herseif and her boy their last meal and 
there was nothing to give the newcomer, But, when 
she did -take him in, she never regretted it, Her 
barrel wasted not, neither did the cruse of oil fail, 
And Elijah prayed her dead: child’s spirit back to him 
once again. And she caught from her visitor the 
truth which enlightens and saves, and turned from her 
comb idols to serve the God who is living and true. 

But the prophet himself — what new thing did he 
acquire in Zarephath? and why must his tuition be 
carried forward on heathen soil? Why, but to show 
this intense and passionate worshiper of the Lord 
God of Israel that there are “other sheep” beyond 
the Hebrew fold. He might have become rigid and 
over-narrow in his zeal, had his ministry been con- 
fined to Samaria. He must find his neighbor in the 
unconsecrated territory of Tyre and Sidon. And 
our Lord, who in these same coasts: blessed another 
Sorrowful woman and answered her pleading cries, 
would have us widen our outlooks, and enlarge our 
hearts, and spend our energies in the service of poor 
and perishing souls everywhere. (7) 

Re last, the discipline of Mr. Sickerfoot was com- 
plete. 
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The One-Minute Mission Talk 


By Homera Homer-Dixon 


“Is thy cruse of comfort failing? 
Haste its failing drops to share; 
And through all the years of famine 
Thou shalt still have drops to spare. 
Love divine will fill thy storehouse, 
Or thy handful still renew; 
Scanty fare for one will often 
Make a royal feast for two.” 


HE widow who supported Elijah the Old Testa- 
ment missionary was a spiritual sister of the 
widow who cast in her two mites to the Lord’s treasury 
(Luke 21:2). The poorest and most feeble Chris- 
tians can have a great part in the work of God, if 
surrendered to him. 
bg tr Elijah had lingered at home, when God 
called him forth? And supposing you linger at home 
when God is calling you forth to face the throned 
evils of heathenism? Qh, hasten to/bring the words 
of life to the widows and their dying children in 
India, Africa, China. Go and tell them that there is a 
God who cares! 


N1acarA FAtts, CAN. 
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. “pep.” But Elijah was full of some- 


‘whiskers he was anything of the sort. 





Lesson for January & 
x Kings 17 : 1-24 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway _ 


The Ti Table.— And I have 
commanded the ravens to feed thee there 
(v. 4). We all like our Tishbite so much 
because he is so human. So full of 

ing else more important than “pep.” 
Something of which “pep” is only a by- 
product. Elijah differed from other men 
in that he was full of faith, The per- 
sonal equation with Elijah was a spir- 
itual equation. Ahab, at the instance of 
pas the lovely and devilish, had been 

illing off the prophets of God to make 
way -for the priests of Baal. Elijah 
has just been bearding the lions in 
their den and the female of the species 
was more deadly than the male, and was 


out for good highland Tishbite blood. |. 


Elijah by faith and prayer had turned 
off the water. You know what that 
would mean even in well-watered old 
Chester Valley. Before the Tyrian 
bloodhound could run him down, God 
hides him by the brook and feeds him 
via “airplane.” What's the difference if 
the planes have feathers? It would have 
been a bigger miracle to read about if 
Dead Sea gasoline had done the trick. 
And the brook begins to shrink like 
Balzac’s “Wild Ass’s Skin.” Have you 
ever sat by a dwindling Cherith? Could 
you, like the Gibbuds, stick your head 
in the shrinking flour barrel and sing 
“Praise God from whom ‘all blessings 
flow”? Cherith and Zarephath were 
merely training tables for the great 
game to be played later at Carmel. Did 
you ever hear successful men tell about 
their early Cherith days? What does 
the man say but, “Those experiences are 
what moulded me”? God knows how 
to forge his own tools (Mark 9:49; 
Zech. 13:9). (1) 


The Woman. — J have commanded a 
widow there to sustain thee {v. 9). I 
want every fellow to get this paragraph. | 
God in his training of Elijah sent him ' 
to a good woman. Don’t get it into your 
head that because Raphael thought Eli- 
jah was an old fellow. with long gray 


Old men don’t lose their nerve, and old 
men donit make home runs -steen miles 
long.— Elijah was’ a peppery, gingery, 
live-wire-afraid-of-nothing young man, 
and God hooked him up with an ex-| 
erienced, level-headed, matured woman, 
very man needs a counselor. There 





is none to compare with a middle-aged, 


well-balanced woman, who has learned - 


from experience how to weigh values. 
Of. course, Elijah talked over all the, 
many things that were bothering him. | 
When. you run an automobile and dan- 
ger pops up ahead, the hand instinctively 
steers the car to safety, if you are an ex- 
perienced driver. And just so a mother 
steers a son and a wife steers a hus- 
band. “Why should I do that?” you! 
ask. - “Because,” is all your answer. ! 
Zarephath was an “iron town,” and ae 
jah a star boarder. Hearts are ever 
the same. And God.is ever the same. | 
Heaven takes care of both widows and | 
prophets (Jer. 49:11). (2) | 

“Didders.””—She went and did... and 
she, and he, and her house, did eat many 
days (v. 15). I like the way the Old 
Book puts things. How would this do 
for a motto for the dining-room: “She 
went and vip, and her house vip eat”? 
You can print the “many days” also if 
you like. You can also hang it over your 
desk and put the word “eat” in quota- 
tions to stand for prosperity. The trou- 
ble is that when God himself, or some 
Elijah speaking for God, tells a fellow 
about your size, or a girl just as nice 
as you, to do such and such a thing, you 
just don’t “did,” now do you? Any 
blockhead would know a sack of flour 
and a crock of butter would not multiply 
by subtraction—dear me, no! (Matt. 
19:26; Luke 18:27.) I am here in 
lovely Detroit, dodging autos and attend- 
ing the Seventy-fifth International 
Y. M. C:.A. Convention. Have just been 
listening to Dr. King, of Oberlin, talk- 
ing about the “Supremacy of the Intan- 
gible Values.” Obedience is one of them, 
as well as Faith, Hope, Charity, and 
some others. Down at the mill some 
fellows get along and ahead and some 





don’t. Yet all seem to obey the “Old 
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Man.” Here is the secret of the plugged 
fellows: Some men submit to the will of 
the Boss, and others take on the will of 
the Boss, Read that over again, and see 
if you get it. Much obliged, Dr. King, 
for that idea. Worth coming all the 
way from Coatesville to Detroit. The 
widow of Zarephath made herself Secure 
by taking on the will of God. What is 
meant by taking on? Did you ever see 
a locomotive ing on water and fuel? 
Well, that’s it. r. F. B. Meyer _has 
it all worked out for you in his book 
on Elijah thusly: “Back of Elijah and 
all that he did was the Holy Spirit.” (3) 


COATESVILLE, Pa. 
we 


The Illustration Round-Table 


LLUSTRATIONS must reach The Sunday 

School Times three full months in advance 

of the date of the lesson. If coming later 
they mar not be considered at all. not 
oppenit epeten Cone ge first pocaring a 
circular explains the acceptance df ma- 
terial, and the year’s lesson calendar, which 
will be sent for ten cents in stamps. All read- 
ers are invited to assist in the conduct of 
this department. One dollar is offered for 
every anecdctal lesson illustration used, and 
two dollars for the best one each week. 





The Supply.—/ have commanded thé 
ravens to feed thee (v. 4). An old wo- 
man who firmly believed that God would 
supply every need of hers, fell ill, It 
was in the dead of winter. She prayed 
that some one might bring her a fresh 
cag. To the surprise of her neighbors 
a hen came into the old woman’s house 
and laid an egg. Thus her prayer was 
answered.—iA true incident. Sent by E. 
Hovey, Toronto, Can. 


The Widow's Commission.—/ have 
commanded a widow woman there to sus- 
tain thee (v. 9, A. V.). Speaking on 
the subject of Divine Providence, Mr. 
Spurgeon said he well remembered a 
little old woman, poorly dressed, com- 
ing into the vestry at a time of great 
Straits, which not even a soul in the 
world knew, not even a deacon of the 
church, and she said to him in the most 
strange way, “Thus saith the Lord, ‘Be- 
hold, I have commanded a widow wo- 
man there to sustain thee.” She put 





down £50 on the table and vanished, and 
he never saw her again. He never knew 
her name even, and never would per- 
haps until the day of judgment.—From 
the Sunday School Chronicle. Sent by 
Mrs. M. Watts, Streatham Hill, London, 
Eng. (1) 


“Trusting” God.—Arise, get thee to 
Zarephath . . . and dwell there: behold, 
I have commanded a widow there to sus- 
tain thee (v. 9). A minister said he had 
heard so much talk about trusting God 
to provide support in hard times that 
he thought he would try for himself. 
So as he was about to attend a certain 
convention he decided he would go and 
trust God for his board while there. He 
went, but on returning he was heard to 
say: “If I had not taken along enough 
money to pay my board, I don’t know 
what I would have done.”—From The 
Sunday School Times. Sent by J. A. 
Clark, Leicester, Eng. 


The “Gift.”—And she went and did 
according to the saying of Elijah (v. 
15). Louis XI of France once made 
a donation of the whole county of 
Boulogne to the Blessed Virgin, a deed 
being drawn up in due form, signed, 
sealed, and delivered to the proper of- 
ficers of the church. There was only 
one shabby part of the transaction, — 
he kept the whole of the revenues for 
himself. How many professed Chris- 
tians recognize the Divine ownership of 
their provers and then use practically 
all of it for themselves? — From the 
“Ram’s Horn,’ Sent by M. B. Hutch- 
inson, Zaleski, Ohio. 


The Ambassador’s Question. — The 
jar of meal wasted not (v. 16). You 
remember the story of the two ambas- 
sadors in the sixteenth century, when 
Spain was a great country. The French 
ambassador conducted the other from 
Spain round the Tuilleries, and showed 
him the treasures of the kingdom, chests 
piled high with gold and silver and the 
like, a then turned to him and said: 
“What do you think of this?” His 
friend thrusting his hand into a chest 
said: “Have these chests any bottom?” 
“Of course they have.” “Why, man,” 
exclaimed the Spanish ambassador, “my 
master’s chests have no bottom; they 
are the mines of Chili and Peru!” Ah, 
Christ’s treasures are inexhaustible; you 
can never get to the bottom.—From the 
Rev. E. W,. Moore, M.A., in Keswick 


The Lesson Cartoon for This Week 
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Week. Sent by the Rev. W. Haslam, 
B.D., Oswaldtwistle, Lancashire, Eng. 
The prize for this week is awarded to 
this illustration. (2) 


Which First?—But seek ye first his 
kingdom, and his righteousness (Golden 
Text). A worker in New York on one 
of her visits to Eliada Orphanage told 
the children how in the great city they 
had put up everywhere they could the 
sign, “Safety First.” One little fellow 
jumped up and said, “Down here we 
put God first."—From Record of Chris- 
tian Work. Sent by Emma C, Fisk, Boon- 
ville, N. Y. (3) 

w 


From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
forgive our faithless anxieties, our unloving 
distrust, we pray thee. Thou art faithful, 
yet we have not been free from concern over 
the very cares against which thy love would 
guard us. Thou knowest our needs, our 
weakness, our dependence upon thee, and we 
are so often deluded by our seeming ability 
to achieve in our human strength. Teach 
us to be like thy trusting servants of old, 
and of to-day, who go and comé with joy 
at thy bidding, knowing that thou dost not 
point the way without providing for the 
needs of the way. In the name of our Lord 
Jesus, Amen. 

After the Lesson.—“You will find a 
certified check waiting for you when you 
reach the hotel in Denver.” That took 
all the worry about funds out of the 
salesman as he read the telegram, and 
took the night train. A check waiting 
for him. All right. Not much in his 
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TRUST HIM! 














pocket. now, but the chief’s telegram 
made it all right. But you have; so 
many such assurances from God that 
you forget how wonderful they are! He 
says go, and you wonder far,too much 
about the how of it. He says wait, and 
you get bothered because you want to 
be busy. Elijah could go, or wait, or 
work, as God directed. And by ‘his 
power with God, and God’s power’ in 
him, he was recognized as a man of 
God. But never, never, if he had not 
trusted that the needful supplies would 
be there as needed. Is that your state 


| of heart and mind to-day? May God 


lead us out into perfect trust! Let us 
pray. 
PHILADELPHIA, 
us 


Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


“God will take care of you.” 
“Dwelling in Beulah land.” 

“Jesus is all the world to me.” 
“Trust and obey.” 

“Let Christ be first in everything.” 
“If Jesus goes with me.” 

“Blessed asurance.” 

“Where He leads me I will follow.” 


(References in parentheses are to the met- 
rical Psalm Book set to music, including 
also some other parts of Scripture, “Bible 
Songs No. 4,” published by United Presby- 
terian Board of Publication, Pittsburgh, Pa.). 

Psalm 62: 1-12 (131 : 1-3). 
Psalm 25 : 1-22 (55 : 1-4). 
Psalm 27 : 1-14 (59 : 1-4). 
Psalm 40:1-17 (92: 1-4). 
Psalm 46: 1-11 (106: 1-4). 





Department Helps 








For the Primary Teacher 
By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 


EVIEW.—Last Sunday’s story told 

about two kings who ruled over the 
divided land of Israel. In Rehoboam’s 
part was the beautiful temple, which 
King Solomon had built for God’s wor- 
ship. Because there was no temple in 
Jeroboam’s part, he made two images 
of calves and put them in the north and 
south ends of his country for his peo- 


(Continued on the next page) 
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Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of “The Lite Jetts Telling Bible Stories” 








A be Tishbite~ ' 





Ltya 





Suggestions for Using Little Jetts in Class 


It is a lesson of taking God at his word | 
and the thing coming to pass. It was ‘ever 
thus, it is thus, it will always be thus; for 
God is the same yesterday, to-day, and for 
ever. In this short chapter seventeen of 
First. Kings, we find him teaching us *the 
lesson of trust in four great miracles. He 
speaks to the clouds, and the heavens are 
brass for three years and six months; he 
speaks to the ravens, and they carry bread 
and meat twice a day to Elijah out there 
on the desert hillside; he speaks to the jar 
and cruse, and the poor widow cannot ex- 
haust their meal and oil, no matter how fast 
she empties to feed her family and a hungry 
prophet; he speaks to the lifeless body of a 
child, and the soul of him returns and a 
rapturous mother folds her son to her heart. 


But the heart of the lesson throbs in the 
fact that all this was done through a sur- 





rendered human channel. Had the channel 
been clogged through unbelief it could not | 
have happened. God chooses to work life’s 
greatest miracles through surrendered and | 
believing lives. 

We are prone to build our program on the 
things of time and sense, — just what we can 
see, touch, taste, smell, and hear, — things | 
which tarry for a time and vanish away. 
Faith in the unseen, the God attested real- 
ities, hardly finds place in our day’s schedule. 
When will you and I turn loose the shadow 
and take hold of the substance? 


Greensporo, N. C, 





For the Primary Teacher 
(Continued from the preceding page) 


ple to worship. He disobeyed God's 
command, Thou shalt not make any 
graven image, to bow down to worship 
it. 


Lesson Teaching.—God cares for his 
faithful children. 


Lesson Story—After a while Reho- 
boam and Jéroboam died, so other kings 
ruled in their places until King Ahab 
ruled in Jeroboam’s part. He set u 
many idols, besides the calves whic 
Jeroboam had made. The people be- 
came so wicked that God sent a mes- 
senger to warn them. 

his messenger was Elijah, a prophet, 
who lived across the Jordan river. God 
told him to oe his message before 
King Ahab. People who stood before 
a_king usually wore good clothes, but 
Elijah wore a strange garment with 
a leather belt. He appeared suddenly 
before King Ahab, who was aston- 
ished to hear his message: “As the Lord 
God of Israel liveth, before whom I 
stand, there shall be no dew nor rain 
these years but according to my word.” 
Then Elijah disappeared as suddenly 
as he came. 

King Ahab was so angry that he sent 
officers to find and kill jah, but God 
planned to care for his faithful mes- 
senger. God said, Go, hide in the ra- 
vine beside the brook near the Jordan; 
the ravens will feed you there, and 
you can drink from the brook; sta 
there until I tell you to move. Elijah 
pent, and was cared for as God prom- 
ised. 

Ahab’s officers could not find Elijah. 
No rain fell, so the brook was drying 
up. Then God said to Elijah, Arise, 
and go to the north country to live. 
A widow woman will care for you there. 

As Elijah walked that long distance 
he noticed that trees and grass had 
withered, the streams were dry, the 
fields were parched, so that nothin 
could grow. God wanted King Aha 
to learn that his idol images could not 
send rain, but that “Every good gift 
and every perfect gift is from above, 
coming down from the Father.” , 

Elijah made his journey safely and 
came to a city with a wall around it. 
Before he reached the city gate he saw 
a widow picking up a few sticks, which 
were hard to find. Elijah called, Please 
bring me a little water to drink. She 
could tell that he was God’s messenger, 
so she started for some. water. Then 
Elijah called again, Please bring me a 
bit of bread. Then she stopped to say, 
I haven’t any. There is only a handful 
of meal in my jar and a little oil in 
my cruse. (Oil was used in place of 
butter.) I was. gathering these few 
sticks for a fire, to cook the meal for 
me and my son, that we may eat it and 


ie. . 

Elijah said, Fear not, bake a little 
cake of bread for me first, then bake 
some for yourself and son; God has 
promised that your jar of meal and 
cruse of oil shall not fail until Jehovah 
sends rain again upon the earth. The 
widow believed God’s promise, so she 


did what Elijah asked. There was enough | 
for them all for many days. God cared | 


for them, his faithful children. “He 
careth for you.” There was famine in 
King Ahab’s country. 

After the Story—Since the reat 
World War there has been famine in 
several countries. Some of our money 
has gone to buy food for hungry chil- 
dren in China, Russia, Armenia, and 
Central Europe. God is ready to make 
the food grow, but soldiers destroyed 
fields or carried away all the animals 
and tools, so there was nothing to work 
with. Sometimes they took the grain, 
so there was none left to plant. Some- 
times they festroyed the roads, so that 
people who had plenty could not send 
the food. 

The parents of many children were 
killed or carried off, so our kind mis- 
sionaries have gathered hundreds of 


| these orphans into homes. The Red 


Cross has helped to care for them, too. 
Because America has plenty, we have 
been glad to help, and must do so until 
the little orphans grow old enough to 
work. 

God wants all of his creatures to be 
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fed. He opens his hand to satisfy the 
wants of every living thing. God is 
grieved when war and selfishness keep 
the food from some of the people. 

It is winter now, but we know how 
God cares for the squirrels and birds. 
Some have flown away to places where 
God has made their food to grow. When 
we think of the wild animals we say, 
Your Heavenly Father feedeth them, 

“God is great and God is good, 
So we thank Him for our food; 
By His hand we all are fed, 
Give us, Lord, our daily bread.” 

Closing Song: 

“How strong and sweet my Father’s care, 

That round about me, like the air, 

Is with me always, everywhere, 

He cares for me,” 

(Carols, Leyda Pub. Co., Wapello, Iowa, 35 
cts., postpaid.) 


Peoria, Ix. 
ye 


Your Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 





Hew the Lesson is Taught This Week 

1. From Jeroboam to Ahab —Israel’s 
wicked kings. 

2. From king to prophet — from prophet 
to king. 

3. God’s watch-care over his own. 











fh! WILL be necessary to bridge the long 
lapse of time between our last study 
of the beginning of Jeroboam’s reign 
and that of Ahab, the sixth king from 
Jeroboam. Keep this historical geneal- 
ogy in.simplest outline, with just enough 
distinguishing details to make it easier 
to remember the names, as for instance: 
Kings of Israel (first seven) 

(1) Jeroboam, son of Nebat, com- 
manded the revolt of the ten tribes 
against Rehoboam, started idolatrous 
worship at Bethel and Dan, reigned 
twenty-two years. 

(2) Nadab, son of Jeroboam, “walked 
in his father’s way,” reigned two years. 

(3) Baasha, son of Ahijah, killed Na- 
dab and took the throne, reigned twen- 
ty-four years, ; 

(4) Elah, son of Baasha, idolatrous 
like his father, reigned two years. 

(5) Zimri, captain over half Elah’s 
chariots, wrested kingdom from his mas- 
ter while the king was “drinking him- 
self drunk,” reigned seven days. 

(6) Omri, captain of Elah’s host, 
made king by the army, took the throne 
from Zimri (who burned himself with 
the royal palace where he had taken 
refuge), built the city of Samaria, reign- 
ed twelve years, and continued to “pro- 
voke Jehovah to anger with the vani- 
ties” of Jeroboam and all his succes- 
sors. : : 

(7) Ahab, son of Omri, married th 
princess Jezebel, of Sidon (Phoenicia), 
and continued all the idolatrous wick- 
edness of his predecessors (including 
the building of an altar to Baal, his 
wife’s deity, in Samari@) throughout the 
twenty-two years of his wicked reign. 

2. With such a line of wickedly idol- 
atrous rulers before them, the girls will 
better appreciate the shifting of our 
lessons from a study of the details of 
their reigns to the life and character 
of the great prophet Elijah, even as 
God himself transferred the leadership 
of his people from king to prophet, 
which brings us to our study of the mes- 
sage from prophet to king. 

ike a thunderbolt out of the blue; 
Elijah flung his message of the coming 
drought in the face of the king, ac- 
counting for both it and himself only as 
from “Jehovah, the God of Israel, be- 
fore whom I stand,” and then disap- 
peared as suddenly, apparently, as he 
had come. But when the girls look at 
Ahab’s record of wilful wickedness in 
leading his people (God’s people) into 
the very vilest form of heathen worship, 
and remember that Baal was the god of 
sun and rain, the giver of crops and all 
prosperity thereby, the occasion for this 
message will be its clearest explanation. 
Even as the ten plagues in Egypt were 
directed against the deities of that land, 
so God would teach Ahab and all his 
people who was God in Israel, by chal- 
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lenging Baal in his own special claim to 
power. (1) 

3. The two incidents of God’s watch- 
care over his messenger are so directly 
told in our lesson chapter that they may 
well be read aloud in class before dis- 
cussing them. A map of Old Testament 
Canaan should be used to locate the 


brook Cherith, with its rocky, canyon-’ 


like banks, and then Zarephath, in the 
very land of the cruel queen, Jezebel — 
the last place on earth she would expect 
Elijah to hide himself from her! (2) 

His fearlessness in crossing Ahab’s 
territory to reach Zarephath, is in con- 
sistent keeping with his whole career, 
and also in keeping with God’s boldness 
in protecting his children. In the selec- 
tion of his hiding-places, in the complete 
frustrating of Ahab’s power and Jeze- 
bel’s cruelty, we see God’s power mani- 
fested in caring for his servant, while 
in the tender attention to every detail for 
his comfort, both in his lonely seclusion 
near Cherith and in the Sidonian widow’s 
house, shines forth’ the Father’s watch- 
ful love. (3) 

And so our girls themselves may 
count on both God’s power and his love 
when they are about their Father’s busi- 
ness, in the path of obedience to his 
known will. And no less wonderful 
than the feeding by the ravens and the 
never-failing jar of meal and cruse of 
oil will be the evidences of that power- 
ful, loving watch-care in their own lives, 
if they will only trust him and see. (4) 

But another lesson is here for our girls 
which they must not miss—the obedi- 
ence of that poor widow to the message 
from Jehovah, the God of Israel, to give 
first (1 Kings 17:13) of that which 
seemed to be her very last supply at his 
call. “Seek ye first his kingdom, and his 
righteousness: and all these things shall 
be added unto you” was verified in that 
widow’s meal and oil as truly as it will 
be in “the things” our girls may have 
need of to-day. (5) 


Home Study 


Read 1 Kings 17: 17-24, and memorize 
Matthew 6: 31-33. 


Decatur, Ga, 
cs 


From the Boys’ Lookout 
By Paul Teas 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


God’s “sealed orders” to Elijah. 

Was Elijah serving God by doing 
nothing, sitting in the cave? 

Why did he tell the widow to pre- 
pare his “little cake” first? . 


Does God expect us to do our giving 
that way? 











TF? GIVE our boys a “bird’s-eye” of 
the central figures in the splendid 
group of lessons that begin to-day, it will 
pay most teachers to spend a couple of 
minutes ‘discussing Elijah and Ahab. 
Not longer, because there is more vital 
“boy-stuff” in this first section of Eli- 
jah’s story than even the most adept in 
holding the class on the main track will 
be able to cover. 


Who was Elijah? Who was Ahab? 
What kind of a king was Ahab? In 
what ways had he failed to measure up 
to the great examples set by David, 
Solomon, and other good rulers? Dur- 
ing the week, ask one of the boys to read 
back a little (beginning with verse 28 
of chapter 16), and then in the class 
let him tell the facts briefly. 

Why did God bring a long drought 
upon the land? Why, having done that, 
did he select Elijah to be protected above 
all the other inhabitants? Your boys’ 
keen sense of justice and fair play will 
quickly bring the answer. 

Don’t fail to make them see vividly 
that splendid, noble, yet deeply touching 
picture of Elijah in the cave — fugitive 
from the king’s unjust wrath instead of 
the most honored man in the realm, as 
he deserved to be. Not that we should 
pity him, but rather that we may see and 
admire the faith that led him to obey 
without a flicker of doubt the “sealed 
orders” that God handeél him in that 
brief “Get thee hence, . . . turn eastward, 
. . - hide thyself.” Yes, and that we 

































































°““littte” cak 


may rejoice with the blessing that 
beomght hiss his “two squares a day” 
while waiting for further marching or- 
ders from his great Leaderi (1) _ 

Perhaps it’s expecting too much of our 
yous classes to look for them to draw 
a voluntary. percha between the perse- 
cutions and hardships of Elijah’s time 
and the. distressing period in which we 
are living now, and while you will want 
to Five your boys a ce to take the 
lead on points that have the most di- 
rect appeal, you may be able to bring 
out effectively, without “dragging it in, 
some of your own experiences, showing 
God’s special protection and guidance in 
your personal affairs. (2) 


Was Elijah really serving God in a 
large way, while sitting quietly up there 
in his lonely mountain cave, away from 
even the sight of other men? Try that 
on your action-loving class, and see how 
many different answers you get! Let 
them talk it over for a minute or so. 
(These notes are based largely upon the 
“debate plan” because this writer believes 
it is the key to continued class interest 
and steady attendance. Naturally, you 
will need to watch and control it care- 
fully, but as you have doubtless learned 
already it’s a fine way to get the boys 
to thinking for themselves, and their final 
conclusion will be the right one more 
often than not.) - 

So, while you may get a variety of 
answers at first, the point will. quickly 
“get over” to the whole class that God 
wasn’t nearly through with Elijah, and 
that keeping him in that lonely place 
served the double purpose of protecting 
him from the king’s anger for the time, 
and of giving him a chance to meditate, 
grow spiritually stronger, and listen to 
‘the still small voice.” 

The scene changes. God used strange 
channels, to care for eer as’ Dr. 
Torrey points out; first; wild birds, and 
then a poverty-stricken widow. How- 
ever, like Paul -ages-later, Elijah knew 
,»whom.he had believed; he had experi- 
enced God’s marvelous ways of ting the 
impossible in his own life,.and at God’s 
bidding was 
his fellows. 


+ »..Btat, why did-he insist so strongly upon 


the widow's providing for him “first”? 
(v. 13.) :Why-not have let the miracle 


__part unfold when he sent her back to the 


or another 


pantry to get the material 
& er son had 


‘after she and 
eaten? . 

God had to see faith first, — faith and 
obedience. “It wasn’t reasonable to 
think. she ever would see any more oil 
and meal. after what she had was gone, 
but it wasn’t up to her to worry about 
that,” as one boy has put it. 


Doesn’t this apply to our Christian giv- 
ing, too? If you are a “systematic 
iver” and have talked to your boys be- 
ore now about getting started early on 
a good habit by putting aside a tenth of 
their small earnings for God’s work, you 
will welcome this practical way of fit- 
ting an ages-old story to the conditions of 
to-day. “The barrel of meal wasted not, 
neither did the cruse of oil fail”; and so 
it is in 1922 with all folks (including 
boys!) who take a real heart-lesson from 
Elijah’s “make me a little cake first.” 
Raith and obedience, two qualities that 
gave purpose and direction to Elijah’s 
character, are needed in our Christian 
manhood to-day as never before. Our 
“droughts,” “storms,” and “famines” are 
of a different sort A. D. 1922 from Eli- 
jah’s, 925 B. C., but the hour calls for 
same sort of courageous, God-filled 
hearts as the one that makes Elijah an 
ideal for every one of our boys. 
May we help them to look to the same 
Source of Strength that made him great! 


For Next Week’s Lesson 


(To be assigned in advance for home- 
work.) 


Tell briefly the story between last Sun- 
day’s lesson and to-day’s. 

What can we find out about the wor- 
ship of Baal? . 

Why did God give the tremendous job 
of “showing up” the heathen to just one 
man instead of to many? 

Do you see any connection between 
Elijah’s experiences in the cave and at 
Zarephath, in last Sunday’s lesson, and 


quick tb apply ‘the*test to 





his tremendous show of courage in to- 
day’s? 

..What was the real secret of Elijah’s 
victory ?_ 

How much did Elijah’s personal 
strength and courage have to do with 
this victory over the heathen prophets? 

What do you suppose was the last 
thing Elijah did before he appeared 
among the people,—and the first thing 
afterward? 

Hupson, Ouro, 





The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By Bessie E. Stockwell 





January 15. God in Our Lives. Gal. 5: 16- 
26. 

January 22. Do Christian Principles Apply 
to Buying and Selling? Prov. 20:10, 14; 
Amos 8 : 4-6; Luke 6 : 38. 

January 29. What the World Owes to For- 
eign Missionaries. Matt, 28 : 16-20. (Mis- 
sionary meeting.) r ’ 

February 5. Christian Endeavor around the 
World. Psa. 107 : 1-3. (Christian Endeavor 
Day.) 


—_ 


Sunday, January 8 


eye. Oppo: i iti 
(Gen. 41: 14-40 ; 2 Cor. 6:1, 2) 


Mon.—Opportunity to Testify (Acts 16 : 13- 
15). Paul did not idly wait for opportuni- 
ties to tell others of Jesus, but, led of 
God, he went out after them. Some one 
told you the story. 
play.” 

Tues.—To Help (Luke 10:: 30-37). 
not called all to be preachers, but the 
ministry of simple service bears fruit a 
hundredfold. What an awful world this 
would be if there were no helpers! 


Wed.—To Serve (John 13 : 3-17). 


“Out in the-darkness, 
yotleys Shadowed by sin, 
. Souls. age in -bondage, 
Souls we would win. 
«How can we win them? 
How show the way? 
Love never faileth, 
Love is the way.” 


Thurs.—To -Heal (John 5:1-9). “And the 
prayer. of faith shall sdve the sick, and 
the Lord shall raise him up” (James 5 : 15). 
Visiting the sick is a wonderful ministry. 
Do you care enough about them to pray for 
them unitedly? 


Fri—To Accept Christ (John 1 : 6-13). Christ 
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| dens,on their consciences. 





loved you enough to die for your sins on | 


the cross. Do‘ you not love him enough 
to come to him and definitely receive him 
as your Saviour? 

Sat.—A Lost Opportunity (Matt. 2s : 41-46). 
Not even a cup of cold water given in the 
name of a disciple will be unnoticed when 
Christ bestows his rewards for faithfulness. 
All through eternity we shall rejoice in 
past days spent for him. 


OSEPH took advantage, in his youth, | 


of the greatest opportunity that can 


sider well, the maine end of his life and 
studies is, to know God and Jesus Christ 
which is eternall life (Joh. 17:3), and 
therefore to by. Christ in the e, as 

only foundation of all sound knowl- 
edge and learning. . 

And seeing the Lord only giveth wis- 
dome, Let every one ‘seriously set him- 
selfe- by prayer in secret to seeke it of 
him (Prov. 2:3)."—Moody Monthly. 

To-day is the day of opportunity to 
register with God for life training. 

What opportunities have we used?— 
Each Endeavorer should answer for 
himself and for his society, looking for 
indications of progress or retrogression. 

How may we discover ym gee ae 
—A missionary volunteer, while waiting 
for her yasepert, planned to spend time 
in a hospital and assisting a physician, 
to gain as much experience as possible 
in helping folks, A God-given aim will 
make us quick to see opportunities, 

How may we cultivate alertness ?7— 
By the daily prayer, “Open my eyes that 
I may see.” 

Norwoop, Ou10. 





| Children at Home . 





“Pigs” and Primers 
By Ruby Weyburn Tobias 


6 O YOU know, Uncle Don,” sighed 
Margie one day, “sometimes I 
think I’m a very wicked little girl.” They 


“Turn about is fair! were out on the front porch having con- 


fidences and enjoying the early spring 


God has! twilight. 


Uncle Don glanced down at the sober 
face of the child nestled against him, 
and breathed a prayer of thanksgiving 
that in the world which he had traveled 
far and wide there were faces of such 
open purity: and loveliness to be found. 
But Uncle Don was wise; he did not 
contradict his, small niece on the subject 
of -her state of heart. He. knew that 
little girls of eight may often have bur- 
i Instead, he 
only. said, “How now, Puss?” in his sym- 
pathetic, Uncle Don way. 

“Oh, I know mother thinks I like to 
go to school, and that it’s easy for me 
to get good marks. I hate to disappoint 
her, but, Uncle Don, sometimes I just 
hate school! Not always, you know, 
but days like this when I partic’larly 
wanted to go to the woods. Something 
just seemed to coax me out all day, but 
there I had to sit with that tiresome 
’rithmetic and spelling. ‘Course I know 
school is necessary,” the little girl has- 
tened to add, “but I do wish we had 


| more vacations.” 


come to a human being — the privilege , 


of knowing God. Taught of God through 
the. days of persecution a: the hands of 
his brethren, in the palace of the Egyp- 
tian officer,. with its temptations, and in 


the gloomy, unmerited prison, Joseph | 
was ready, when the way opened, to be- | 


come the Prime Minister and Hoover of 
Egyp¢, the saver of many lives. 

God comes to young people and calls 
them to give up all and follow- Jesus. 
If they respond, “Here am I; send me,” 
He will enable them, through. the years 
in school and college, in office and shop, 
in home and church and Sunday-school 
to procure the preparation he wishes 
them to have. Then when the big op- 
portunity comes they will be ready. How 
many older folks who long to be used 
of God abroad, or in some secular walk 
of life at home, experience great dis- 
appointment because they faved selfishly 
and indifferently in the days of prepara- 
tion. 

If we would be awake to every op- 
portunity for the perfecting of our own 
lives and the betterment of our associ- 
ates, we must know God, the All-Wise. 
One of the rules of Harvard College, 
when first founded, was: 

“Let every stadent be’ plainly ‘in- 
structed; and earnestly pressed to con- 








Uncle Don smiled, and thought how 
like grown-ups she was, sighing for 
smooth and easy places for her little 
feet! But since this was to be an ex- 
change of confidences, he bravely made 
his. Uncle Don always played fair. 

“When I was your age, Margie, I was 
more wicked than you; I not only wished 
there was no scheol, but I actually ran 
away one day and went fishing.” 

“You, Uncle Don! Why, I didn’t 
know that missionaries —” 

“Oh, the little boy Donny wasn’t a 
missionary, I assure you. But he had a 
mother and a father like yours who ex- 
pected he would be — if not a missionary, 
at least of some account in the world.” 
Here Uncle Don smiled again. “So the 
punishment was such that he never tried 
that trick again!” 

Margie waited a moment as if for 
more confidences, but her uncle turned 
the subject. “Yours was to be the next 
story, Puss; how would you like it 
now ?” 

“Oh, dandy, Uncle Don, but let me 
call Betty — 1 promised her.” Quick as 
a flash her flying feet and dancing curls 
were out of the gate, and in less time 
than it takes to tell it, back they came 
with not only Betty, but little Jane Jones, 
and Betty’s “company cousin” Polly! By 
some mysterious boy instinct Bob, too, 
and Lester were on hand, with Jimmy 
Carey, .one of their inseparables. 

Unétle Don always Said, “Thé more the 
merrier,” but this time, “It’s a girl’s 












story,” he warned the boys. 


Jimmy 

uckered up his face, but Bob said agree- 

IY “Oh, well, we’d just as soon listen.” 

. “If Aunt Nan were here, she could 

tell this much better than I. However, 

I'll do my best, though. it’s her story, 
Uncle Don. 

“After we had been in India about a 
year, one day there came a letter from 
a Sunday-school class back in Aunt 
Nan’s home tawn. In it was a draft for 
twenty-five dollars. The letter said that 
the money was.to be used in some place 
where it would do the most good — that 
it was a love offering from the girls and 
their teacher for Jesus. 

“Now among the poor of India twen- 
pk dollars is a large sum of money. 

t will go a long way toward ting the 
glad story of God’s love; and the letter 
made Aunt Nan very happy. But the 
more she thought about how she should 
ered it the more puzzled she got. At 
that time it would pay a Bible woman 
for a whole year, or it would buy hun- 
dreds of Testaments, or keep an orphan 
in school for more than a year, Or 
it would buy rice for some of the poor 
in the hospital. : : 

“All these ways were good, but at 
last, what do you think Aunt Nan de- 
cided upon? ell, you couldn’t guess, 
so I'll tell you. She decided to build 
a schoolhouse with it.” 

A chorus of exclamations greeted this 
announcement, all of them with a ques- 
tion mark attached. “A schoolhouse — 
with twenty-five dollars?” 

“Yes, it can be done in India, where 
labor is cheap,” said Uncle Don, “for 
they built it, not out of timber or stone 
or brick, but out of mud. Holes for 
windows, an open side for a doorway, 
and there you are! 

“The school house was scarcely fin- 
ished and a native teacher from the town 
secured, before the little boys from the 
village began to pour in. How proud 
their fathers were to think that. some 
day their sotts should learn to read! Oh, 
yes, the little mud schoolhouse was very 
popular. 

‘But when the Mem-sahib (that was 
Aunt Nan) came to visit the new school 
the first thing she said was, ‘But where 
are the little girls?” The mative teacher 
smiled a ‘Smile that showed all his white 
teeth, arid the boys tittered. ‘Oh, Mem- 
sahib,’ they exclaimed, ‘girls do not go to 
school!’ 

“Aunt Nan stood:aghast. She wanted 
the boys, oh, yes; but she also loved and 
pitied the poor little girls whose life is 
made so hard in that sad sunny land. 
It was the desire to reach and save them 
that had sent her to India. 

“So she just made up her mind to 
go out herself and invite the little girls 
to come to school, too.” She started out 
that very day; and for many days she 
visited their houses, but it was of no 
use. The mothers listened eagerly to the 
story of how their boys were learning. 
Of course! Were they not to be the 
masters and leaders and lords of cre- 
es It was fitting for little boys to 
earn. 


P 


“But girls! Why, girls can’t learn, 
they told her again and again. ‘It can 
not be done, Mem-sahib.’ One mother 


laughed and told Aunt Nan to take her 
pig to school and teach it. She said, 
You may practise on the pig, and if it 
can learn to read, then I will send my 
daughter.’ The pig indeed! 

“But Aunt Nan wouldn’t give up. In 
some way she must show these Hindu 
people that girls had brains and souls, 
too, the same as.boys. So one day she 
took with her some little hand-sewed 
aes, and asked the mothers if their 
ittle girls could learn to sew if she 
would teach them. ‘Oh, Mem-sahib, if 
you would be so kind,’ they all said, 
‘they might learn to make their brothers’ 
jackets’ 

“So it was that little Ammah and 
Lela, and by and by all the little girls 
around, came to the village school. They 
sat with their brothers on the floor, for 
there were no benches. They sewed pains- 
takingly, and drew patterns and ‘a 
on the white sand, for they had no paper, 
and for pencils they used their inode 
brown fingers. Sometimes their curious 
fathers would stop to look in at the 
wide open entrance, pleased, and by arid 
by amazed, ‘at what they saw. For if 
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you will believe it, they saw their small 
daughters not always with needles, but 
often with primers in their hands. | 

“Yes, those ‘little dogs,’ those ‘pigs,’ 
those ‘brainless, stupid, no-account wo- 
paw aacanead were actually learning to 
rea 

“One day when Aunt Nan came to the 
mission school for her mid-week Bible 
story and singing, she held up a beauti- 
ful red Bible-story book, printed in Hin- 
dustani. ‘This,’ she announced smilingly, 
‘is for the child who will read the primer 
through first.’ ; 

“Ah, a book! Always a coveted prize. 
The brown chests of the tiny boys 
swelled with determination. How they 
would work for it! As for those crea- 
tures the girls, a man-child would not 
be afraid of them. They could only 
imitate — they could never learn! 

“One day a little figure in a bright red 
sari flew up the path to the Mem-sahib’s 
house. ‘O Mem-sahib,’ cried an excited 
Aittle voice, ‘the Page Book is mine. I 
have won it.’ strip of brown paper 
fluttered in the little brown hand — such 
a tiny hand, surely the tiniest of all in 
the little mud schoolhouse. 

“Mem-sahib took the note and read it. 
It was from the native teacher. It said, 
‘Give the book to Rama. She has read 
the primer through first.’ 

“Aunt Nan’s heart gave,a great leap. 
Rama had proved that Hindu girls could 
learn to read. They could learn as fast 
as little boys. Some of them could 
learn faster 

“Little Rama got her Jesus Book, with 





a card pasted in it signed by the teacher 
and Mem-sahib, telling how it was 
earned. 

“So that was the end of saying, in that | 
village, that a girl has no brains!” 

“Huh!” exclaimed 
Uncle Don finished, “I guess it’s the 
same over there as over here. The fel- 
lows have to hustle to get ahead of the 





immy Carey as 


girls, We don’t stand any chance in the 
spelling class with Margie Mason and 
Betty Jones in it.” 


At which generous admission every 
one laughed; and Margie, not to be out- | 
done in generosity, replied, “Well, you 
boys expect us girls to have brains, 60 
how can we help it?” 

Then Betty spoke up. “I just guess 
we ought to be ’shamed if we ever don’t 
love to go to school, when we have such 
a nice one, don’t you, Margie?” | 

And Margie, catching Uncle Don’s eye, 
answered soberly, “’Shamed to pieces!” 


BEAVERTON, ORE. 
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Adult Class Questions 


Discussed by Hugh Cork 

tional Direct Beth Tem = 
a terian Bunday-School, Philadephia 
Is a weekly class letter from the president 
or teacher of the class advisable? If so, 
who should see that it goes out, and where 
should the expense for paper and postage 

come from? ; 
E HAVE a class of men in our 
schooi which had an average of 
about fifteen in it. A new leader came, 
who insisted that not only a weekly letter 
should go to every member, but some 
original questions applying to men’s lives 
should go out with the letter. The result 
has been the class has grown from fif- 
teen to one hundred and ten in two 
months, with as high as seventy in at- 
tendance. Good “prospects” are also 
sent the letter, and one of these has 
already attended three times. One mem- 
ber mimeographs the letter, two others 
mail them Thursday night, and the school 
pays for the paper and postage from 
the class offerings, which run from five 

to eight dollars a Sunday. 








We are not pleased with our denominuation’s 
editorial) comments on the Sunday-school 
lessons. Would you advise changing to an- 
other denomination’s helps? 

F THE Uniform International Lessons 

suit your class, why change to the 
same lessons treated by another denom- 
ination? It is probable you would not 

far before you would find something 
in which you could not agree with them, 
I feel you should be sure your ground 
is Scriptural, then point out where 
the comment is in error, and why. This 
will show your class you believe not be- 
cause the editor or leader says so, but, 
like the Bereans, you find out by search- 
ing the Scriptures whether these things 
are so. Furthermore, send word to the 
publisher and the commentator, telling 
them wherein you diffzr. Who knows 
but that you have been chosen to reveal 
truth to the “wise and prudent,” even 
though you may be considered a “babe”? 


I have somewhere read of classes which 
have Home and Active members. Will you 


| explain what is meant by such designations, 


and of what benefit are they? 


N SOME Sunday-schools we know 
even the younger classes have these 
two kinds of members. The “active” 
members are those whose attendance is 
looked for every Sunday. The “home” 
members are those who for various rea- 


| sons come to the class sessions only oc- 


casionally, but study the lessons each 
week at home. I know of such a class 
of only seven men who took the church 
roll and checked off the name of every 
male church-member not attending Sun- 
day-school and personally visited each 
one for the purpose of enrolling him 
either as “active” or “home” member of 
the class. As they could give no reason- 
able excuse not to be enrolled in either 
one or the other, the class so grew to 
over one hundred members, only thirty 
of whom were “home” members. These 
thirty, while thus belonging to the class, 
were counted also as one class of the 
regular Home Department. 


We have a class of over one hundred men. 
We have lost our teacher. It is important 
that we get the right one as his successor. 
How ought we to go about it? 

IRST of all get a clear conception 
of the qualifications needed by the 
man who attempts to teach your class. 

2. Begin to find by the process of elim- 
ination. Discard all names of those 
whom you are sure will not fit. 

3. Remembering Matthew 9:37, 38, 
pray for guidance to the right one, and 
that God will permit and compel him to 
accept. 

4. When a likely subject is thought of 
seek a personal interview to talk over the 
matter very frankly. 

5. Do not minimize the work that needs 
to be done. Let the person know it 
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means work, and hard work, with self- 
sacrifice. 

6. Give a few days’ time for prayerful 
consideration before final decision, 

Z. + then he decides to accept, don't 
take him on “suspicion,” but take him as 
God’s answer to your prayers and efforts, 
and since He is sending forth the laborer 
into His harvest nothing can _preyail 
against him, if his associates will back 
him up with prayer and effort. 


ve 
Home Department Questions 


Discussed by Mrs. A. W. Karnell 


Chairman of the Home Department Committee 
of the International Sunday School Association 


We have no Home Department in our Sun- 
day-school, but are interested in starting 
one. Will you kindly send me information, 
or let me know where I may procure plans 
and methods of organizing such a depart- 
ment?—N. K, B. 

PRAC TICALLY all evangelical pub- 

lishing houses issue small booklets 
setting forth the aims and ideals of the 
Home Department, with plans for its 
promotion’and operation. Other publi- 
cations which describe the work com- 
pletely may be had from the same 
sources, such as “The Home Depart- 
ment,” by Mrs, A. W. Karnell (Presby- 
terian Board of Publication, Philadel- 
phia, 60 cts.) ; and “The Home Depart- 
ment of To-day,” by Mrs. Flora Stebbins 
(The Sunday’ School Times Co., Phila- 
delphia, 60 cts.). 





How can I get my members to mark their 


“envelopes and make regular Quarterly contri- 


butions? I am rather new at the work my- 
self and need a great deal of help. The de- 
partment was organized seven years ago and 
flourished for a while, but lately it has not 
done much. I ‘was elected superintendent in 
September, and I would like to get things 
started again. 


Ww ee I became superintendent of 
the department.fin our Sunday- 
school, conditions were very much as you 
describe yours, except that our depart- 
ment was ten years old. After thor- 
oughly organizing the work, I sent the 
following letter to every member, both 
new and old, and have continued to send 
it to every new member, and it has helped 
us a great deal. 


Philadelphia, Pa., March 22, 1920. 
To the Members of the Home Department of 
the Evangel Sunday-school. 
Greeting. 


As your newly-elected superintendent I am 


taking this opportunity to greet each mem- | 


ber of the department. If you are an old 
member I want to tell you how much _we en- 
joy the thought that we are linked together 
in the study of the Bible and in our com- 
mon interests in the welfare of our Beloved 
Evangel. 

If you are a new member we welcome you 
most heartily, and pray that God may,abun- 
dantly bless you in the study of his Word 
and in your relationship to the school. 

The Home Department is as vital a part of 
the Sunday-school as is the Adult Depart- 
ment or the Children’s Department, and 
shares alike in the spiritual, social, and be- 
nevolent work of-the whole school. 

Our Home Department is now fully organ- 
ized, and each member is assigned to a dis- 
trict with a Visiter in charge who is held 
responsible for her district as would a teacher 
be for her class. 

Our records are carefully kept, and it is 
therefore essential that each member mark 
on the envelope fastened inside the Quar- 
terly every lesson studied and offering made as 
that is. equal to the mark the teacher would 
make for the scholar present in the school. 
This envelope should be ready after the last 
Sunday of the Quarter, and should be given 
to the Visitor, who will call before the first 
Sunday of the new Quarter. It is very im- 
portant that this report envelope should be 
ready for the Visitor, so that I may be 
prompt in making my quarterly report to the 
school. 

Should there be in your home illness or 
trouble where the pastor or the Home De- 
partment Cotncil could be of special help, if 
you will notify your Visitor you will always 
receive prompt attention. 

We are planning to publish each Quarter 
the names of the members who have studied 
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every lesson and have had the report, ready 
at the end of the Quarter. I hope your name 
will always be on this list. Once a year a 
financial statement will be printed showing 
just what use has been made of the contri- 
butions of the members. 

Should you have a relative, friend, or 
neighbor who is not a member of any Sun- 
day-school you can help strengthen our work 
and increase our membership by using the en- 
closed folder and invite them to join with us. 
Or you may slip one into a letter to some 
one at a distance and invite them to join our 
correspondence class. Think how we would 
grow if every member could win another this 


year. 

The little button enclosed is our Interna- 
tional Emblem, and we would wish you to 
wear it continually. 

With kindest wishes, I am,, 

Affectionately yours, 
Minnie K. L. Karnell, 
Superintendent. 





We are planning to re-canvass our parish 
and community in the interest of a larger 
and better Home Department. If things. go 
as we expect, January will be the month set 
aside for this work. Could you send me a 
brief outline of how to go to work? I shal! 
appreciate it very much.—H. A. H. 
yeu will find a chapter on “The Home 

Department Canvass,” in my book, 
“The Home Department” (Presbyterian 
Board of Publication, Philadelphia, 60 
cts.). The following is a brief outline 
which may be helpful to you: 


1. Call your workers together and 
spend several afternoons, if necessary, in 
preparation for the work. It is well 
worth while to give this time to acquaint 
the workers with the whole plan. 


2. Decide definitely on what you want 
to accomplish by the canvass. 


_3. Study your field as a whole ;.its so- 
cial, religious, and material aspects. 


4. Study the printed material which 
your denomination provides, and such 
— material as they are to carry with 
them, 


5. Study. the art of visitation or the 
manner of approaching the home. This 
is very, essential. 

6. Study the lists of. names of all the 
departments of your Sunday-school, and 
all the organizations of the church. Do 
not confine yourself to these, however, 
but make a regular home to home visita- 
tion. ‘ 

7. Announce your canvass at least 
three weeks ahead in both church and 
Sunday-school. 

8. Begin your canvass with a_special 
service in both church and Sunday- 
school on the Sunday preceding your ac- 
tual work. 

9. Report your progress in _ .the 
Sunday-school every Sunday. 

10. Plan to have two Visitors go to- 
gether. 

11. Use cards for gathering the infor- 
mation, and file these for further refer- 
ence. 

ve 


Teacher-Training Questions 
Discussed by the Rev. Charles A. Oliver 


“ Teacher-Training Superintendent of the 
Pennsylvania State Sabbath School 
Association 

Our elass is using the First Standard text- 
boek, and is now studying the Bible lessons. 
We find the outlines to be excellent.” Should 
I, as teacher, confine the class work strictly 


| to the materials given in the text-book, ot 
| should we do a more extensive work? 








HE official examinations will be con- 

fined strictly to the material given 
in the text-book, but it is highly desir- 
able that the class study should go be- 
yond these outlines. You will find in 
the text-book many Bible references. 
These should be read during the week by 
the students. They should be encouraged 
to find all the Bible facts bearing on the 
lesson and to seek fuller information 
from Bible dictionaries and other help- 
ful books. 

Many classes do this larger work, with 
most encouraging results. A class teacher 
writes us, “My class is doing splendid 
work. We sometimes spend two eve- 
nings on one lesson; we are so eager to 
get all we can out of it. I am enclos- 
ing a small map to show you a sample 
of what each is doing in the line of map 


(Continued on the next page) 


























No Worrying 
About Envelopes— 


“I am glad to send this 
order on to you,” writes a 
busy church treasurer who 
is also a prominent busi- 
ness man, “because I know 
that when the .envelopes 
get here I won't have to 
worry about them. They 
are always all right.” 


The 
Duplex Envelope Company 


(Originators of the Duplex Envelope System) 
Richmond, Virginia 


























Simpson Bible Institute 


101 West. 58th St., Seattle, Washington. 


Under the direction of the Christian 
and Missionary Alliance. ‘*~ ’ 


lage for training Christian workers for Home 
in oreign service. 
W. W. NEWBERRY, Dean. 


(Continued from the preceding page) 
note-book work. © The. text- 
at tea out into fields of explora- 
tion.” 


You will find it helpful if you assign 
to members of the class subjects, Bible 
characters, and incidents for special re- 
search. 

I am a County Teacher-Training Superin- 
tendent, but find it impossible to visit the 
districts to present the work, and find it dif- 
ficult to bring the District Teacher-Training 
Superintendents together for conference. 
bk goby do to add to the effectiveness of 


SoM. teacher-training superintendents 
find it feasible to hold a conference 
with the district superintendents at the 
time of the annual County Convention. 
An hour can usually be found when they 
can come together for fellowship and in- 
struction. 

In addition to such a eno iy | at con- 
vention time, the work may be furthered 
by correspondence. A_ superintendent 
who was able to bring one only out of 
seven district workers to a called meet- 
ing followed that effort with a letter to 
each district with the following sug- 
gested plans: 


1..Select for special endeavor the 
Sunday-schools of the district that may 
seem to be most favorable for. the or- 
ganizing of a teacher-training class. 

2. Seek to secure the appointment of 
a teacher-training superintendent or a) 
committee in those schools. 

3. Visit if possible the schools and 
present the plans of teacher-training. 

4. Keep in touch with all-the classes 
in {he district. 

5. Organize a district teacher-training 
alumni association. 

6. Report to the county teacher-train- 
ing superintendent all classes that are 
actually at work, and all new classes as 
they are organized, 











Ask Marion Lawrance! | 





You can be quickly cured, if you 






Send 10 cents for 288-page book fren" Tells and 

Stuttering, ‘* Its Cause and Cure.’’ It tells how I 

ber! aay aT Bt B.N. ie, 
7 Bogue Bidg., 1147 N. I indinaspoke 





5 minutes a day 


with Dr. Smellie . 


**IN THE HOUR OF SILENCE’’ 


Choice Scripture meditations by. Britain’s greatest 
devotional writer—a page for each day in the year. A 
most precious year book. $1.50, 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES COMPANY 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia. 





‘*] wish those Second Coming books 


were not so deep” 





Illinois.—What would you do in a Sunday- 
school where the children and young people 
think more of the Sunday-school than they 
do of the church?—A. M. S. 

LAS, this condition too often exists, ! 
but the children and young people 
are not the ones to be blamed for it — 
they are reflecting exactly what they 
have been taught. The influences that 
have led them to this conclusion are 


probably found in some, or all, of the 
following conditions: 
1. The officers and teachers of the 


Sunday-school treat the Sunday-school 
as if it were more important than the 
church. 

2. The officers and teachers are them- 
selves too often absent from the church 
service. 

3. The church is not advertised from 
the Sunday-school platform as often nor 
as vigorously, nor as sympathetically, as. 
it _ be. 

The direct teaching is too often 
tacking that the church is one organiza- 
tion and the Sunday-school simply one 








You may have found them so—and 


neglected to study this important sub- | 


ject. And yet it’s a precious truth—one 


that may change your whole life and' 


outlook. 

There is a little book (** The Coming 
Day, vy Ford C. Ottman D. D. ) that gives 
the mainteachings of prophecy in rela- 
tion to Christ’s Return so simply that you 
can readily trace it through the Word 
without previous study. You can read 
it straight through or take further ad- 





vantage of the many Scripture references 
for more careful work. ‘Whoever de- 
votes himself to a study of that revela- 
tion will find the Bible. a more precious | 
and alluring volume than he ever sus- 
pected it could be.” 


Pocket size ; Boards, 75 cents ; Cloth, | 
go cents. Postpaid. 


THe Sunpay ScHoor Times Company 


1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia 


of its activities and should not outweigh 
the whole, of whick it is a part. 

5. The church ervices are often far 
less interesting caan the Sunday-school 
services. For this, the Workers in the 
Sunday-school are not always at fault. 


It may be that some concessions must | 
be made in the method of conducting 
church services in order to make them 
more attractive to children and young 
people. 





Ohio. —We are thinking of getting a Sun- 
day y. I have been appointed 
on a committee of three to get information 
in regard to what his duties should be. Do 
you think it would pay?—A Cleveland Reader. 

OUR question is not clear, A Sun-| 
day-school missionary would be gen- 
erally understood as one who planted ' 
missionary Sunday-schools. If this is' 
what you mean, you would do well: to! 
get in touch with the American Sunday 
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their business. I prsoume, noweres, that 
you refer to some one to connected 
with your own local Sabdey echo! lf 
so, I would avoid the word “mission- 
ary.” Although it is missionary work 
that such.a person would do, neverthe- 
less the word would be more or less 
confusing. You might call person 
a Visitor, or an extension secretary, or 
some such name. With this understand- 
ing the duties of the office would be- 
come somewhat simplified. It does not 
follow that such a person would not 
be on the lookout for a good locality 
for a mission school under the care of 
the parent school with which he is con- 
nected. There is plenty to do, however, 
for such an officer along the line of the 
aguentng, or fostering, or pastoral 
work of a Sunday-school. I should think 
such an officer would work in very close 
harmony with the pastor of the church. 

















i The Victorious Life 











MANY TAKE 
cold easily and develop 


troublesome coughs that 
often hang’ on. 


Scott’s Emulsion 


is a food replete with 
tonic-qualities that im- 
proves the appetite 
and builds up re- 
sistance to over- 
come the cause 


of the weakness. 


Scott & Bowne, Bloomfield, N. J. 20-54 








Calendar of Conferences 


DE. a Secectccccess January 12-15, 1922 

The annual Winter Conference of the Vic- 
torious Life Testimony will be held at the 
Chambers-Wylie Presbyterian Church, Broad 
Street below Spruce, Philadelphia, starting 
Thursday evening at seven o'clock, and con- 
tinuing mornings, afternoons, and evenings 
through Friday, Saturday, and Sunday. 

The recently formed Young People’s Auxil- 
iary of the Testimony will share in the con- 
duct of the conference, the opening meeting 


on Thursday, 7 P. M., being a young peo- | 


ple’s meeting for praise and prayer led by 
Mr. John W. Lane, the Auxiliary Chairman. 

Other speakers of the conference are the 
Rev. Paul Rader, Dr. W. H. Griffith Thomas, 
Dr. J. Campbell White, Dr. W. B. Anderson, 
Dr. Henry W. Frost, the Rev. Henry L. 
Hellyer, Mr. Addison C. Raws, Mr. and Mrs. 
J. Harvey Borton, and Mr. Charles G. | 
Trumbull. 

Full information, with the program of the | 
conference, may be had by addressing the | 
Victorious Life Testimony, Room 600, Perry 
Building, S. E. Cor. Sixteenth and Chestnut 
Streets, Philadelphia. 

Keswick, N. J., is now open to returned 
missionaries and other Christian workers 
seeking rest and refreshment, physical and 
spiritual. Situated near Lakewood, the noted 
health resort, Keswick is a place of lakes 
linked by limpid streams, and of rustic 
rambles in piney woods. Victorious Life 
Conferences are held there from time to time 
during the entire year, and the spiritual at- 
mosphere is not less notable than the tonic 
out-of-doors air. The charge for room and 
board is $10 a week. Further information 
may be had from Addisen C. Raws, Keswick 


Grove, N. J. 
Wilde’s 
Bible Pictures 


Our set of sixty pictures illustrating the In- 
ternational Improved Uniform Lessons for 
1922 is ready for distribution. If you have 
used them this present year, you know that 
they are the best and most attractive sup- 
lementary aid to the study of lessons that 
ever been suggested. 


90 cents, postpaid 
If the entire set is not y can be or 
in lots of ten or more. Price | 4c each, 
Send for illustrated catalogue of 800 subjects. 


H W. A. WILDE COMPANY 














120 Boylston Street, Boston, Mass. 

















Comfort Your Skin 
With Cuticura Soap 


and Fragrant Talcum 
Soa? Piwtners Laboratories, Dept V, Malden, Mase. 

















The Most Simple and Time Saving 


Head’s S. S. Secretaries’ Record 
Head’s S. S. Class Books °»*' 


Nothing more int. giving a perfect record of entire 
school; has ever been issued. 


A returnable sample copy of both books sent for. 
examinationon request. 


FLEMING H. REVELL COMPANY 
158 Fifth Avenue, New York 17 N. Wabash Avenue, Chicage 


| 9.5. LESSON ILL LLUSTRATOR 3 


is only $1.00 for a whole year—LESS THAN 
Don’t miss it! Marion Lawrance says: ‘*There c 
is no other | like as well.”’: Sample copy /ree. 
158 Fifth Avenue, New York. a 


“Once a Year” 


A consecutive daily Bible reading plan 
as a help to the intelligent study of the 


. whole Bible during 
For Daily each year. With sup- 


Bible Reading see ated age ee 

eading and family 
worship and a daily key- verse. $2 a 
dozen ; $15 a hundred, or 20 cents each. 


1922 Bible Success Band Booklets 


Illuminated covers in full colors and 
gold, like the Missal Work of the Middle 








Ages, and an exquisite lithographed 
re border design on the 

For Daily inside pages. The 

° list of inspiring and 

y Bible y sublime Scripture 
Memorizing passages to be mem- 


orized in 1922—one 
verse daily. Messages on the value’ and 
blessing of memorizing Scripture from 
C. R. Erdman, J. T. Stone, W. G. Scrog- 
gie, with their pictures and autograph 
signatures, and a hymn especially writ- 
ten for the booklet by Robert Harkness, 
$2 a dozen; $15 a hundred, or 20c each. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES CO. 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia. 








What Do You Do with Your Times when Read ? 





plete 


OME, after reading their Sunday School Times, 
pass it on to others. 


clippings. 


Some cut it up for filing 
Others keep each copy and bind the com- 
file with the index at the close of the year. 


Those who keep a complete file of the paper will 
have constantly a: hand a wealth of exceptional Bible 
study and method teaching helps which will increase 
in value from year to year. 


The Sunday School Times binder which is shown 
at the left was made in response to a demand from 


i 6«60our readers for a practical, inexpensive, and easily 
i” §6workable method of filing the paper from week to 
>) week. Each binder holds the papers for one year, 
ili with index, and is supplied with complete directions 
a for use. 





The binders come in twos'yles, flexib'e at 90 cents 


each, and stiff at $1.25 each, postpaid. 


hool Union, Philadelphia, as that is THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES COMPANY, 1031 WALNUT STREET, PHILADELPHIA 
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Write for 
Tue J. G. WILSON CORPORATION, 8 W. 40th St., N. Y. 






mad 
amount of lettering, on 
enamel. Silver plate, 
Sterling silver, a 
for new catalog of 


BASTIAN BROS, CO, 


Cc a 
for Forty-five Years 


Folding and Rolling 
PARTITIONS 


“One Room into Many— Many into One” 


Prices have been reduced much as possible consis- 

tent with our policy for 45 years of giving each 

Wilson customer Quality and Service. Used in 

more than 38,000 churches and public institutions. 
Booklet 











Tt tes how to receive 
a@ generous income for 
life: regular, unchange- 
able, non-taxable. In- 
vestment absolutely 
safe. Your money 
helps a Christian enter- 
prise. 


American Bible Society 
25 Bible House 
stor Place, New York 










je with any al, \ 
or two ’ 


R iT, 
Either illustrated 





solid gold pins and rincs, 
360, Bastien Bidg., Rochester, Hi, ¥. 





VICTOR Portab's 
STEREOPTICON 











TABLETS 


Free Book of Designs 
Jno. Williams, Inc., Bronze Foundry 
(Dept, 9), 556 W. 27th St., New York City. 


ommunio 
: Ba =a Best materials. Finest workmanship. 

ua Alaminu=™ or silver plate. Memorial 
_ i ; sets aspecialty, Send for Catalog 


Room 353, 1701-1708 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 














PULPITS 


Chairs, Tables, Hymn Boards, Collection Plates,etc. 


Globe Furniture Company, #3,Facncnce’ 














GIST OF LESSONS 1922 FREE 





lo any superintendent sending us a list of r2 
or more S. S. teachers we will send an introduc- 
tory copy of Torrey’s Gist of the Lesson 1922. 


lgsolutely Sreé and postpaid. 


F. H. REVELL CO., 158 Fifth Avenue, N. Y 


DISARMAMENT 
**HOW GOD POLICES THE WORLD.” 
Reatl this and other interesting articles to appear early 
in r922 in our 8-page weekly. 1 year (52 issues) for 

$1.00 ; 3-months, 25 


25c. 
THE GOSPEL MINISTER, Westfield, Indiana. 
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For Family Worship 


By the Director of the 
Great Commission Prayer League 





Following the Home Daily Bible Read- 

-- on the International Uniform Sunday 
oo! Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


Pray in the New Year 


aoe prayer suggestions this week fol- 
low the suggestions put out by the 
World’s Evangelical Alliance for the 


“Universal Week of Prayer.” For three- | 


quarters of a century (since 1846) this 
organization, from its headquarters in 
London (19 Russell Square, 
been calling the Lord's people in every 
land to united prayer. Says the Alli- 
ance: “We cannot be content with words 
and forms; we need the right spirit and 
the gift of power. It has been sorrow- 
fully said, not by an enemy but by a 
friend, ‘The Church. has not yet discov- 
ered, still less begun to realize, the limit- 
less possibilities of intercession.’ Can we 





.C. 1) has} 


pray as Elijah did on Carmel, or our} 


ord in the Garden? Can we pray so 
that heaven is opened, the Holy Ghost 
descends, and the voice of God is heard? 
Let us not be content until we have dis- 
covered the secret of prevailing prayer.” 


January 2 to 8 
Mon.—1 Kings 16 : 29-33. Elijah’s Opponent. 


Ahab was “not devoid of good feel- 
ings and amiable impulses” (Smith’s 
“Bible Dictionary”), but the cause of 
his downfall was his marriage to the 
“resolute, unscrupulous, depraved” Jeze- 
bel, daughter of a heathen priest, who 
made him her wicked tool. Many a wo- 
man makes or unmakes, Her influence 
is for weal or woe. 


Prayer Svuccestions: Pray for a 
spirit of confession; confession of un- 
worthiness marring the lives of Christ’s 
disciples; of acquiescence in spiritual 
weakness and defeat; of conformity to 
the world; of love of money, or pleasure, 
or ease; of unbrotherliness among men 
and nations. 


Tues.—1 Kings 17:1-7. Elijah’s Challenge. 


“Elijah the Tishbite of the inhabitants 
of Gilead” is all we know of the ances- 
try. or locality of “the grandest and 
most romantic character that Israel ever 
produced.” When God wants a man, he 
is not dependent on human conditions. 
One of America’s ablest present-day gov- 
ernors is the son of an obscure dray- 
man. Elijah’s challenge was God’s chal- 
lenge. 

PRAYER SuccestTions: Pray for the 
Church «universal, the “one body” of 
which Christ is the head; that its corpo- 
rate sins and failures may be forgiven; 
-that all preachers may be endued with 
power from on high; that the Bible be 
given its rightful place; that the influ- 
ence of the entire Church be for Christ's 
glory. 

Wed.—1 Kings 17 : 8-16. 
‘ Elijah in the Widow’s Home. 

Only a widow woman, but she could 
make “a little cake,” and God was able 
to use the little cake, to preserve one 
life only? No, not only Elijah’s, but 
her own, and her son’s, and even in a 
sense that of Israel. Did it pay her to 
give her last to God? : 

PRAYER Svuccestions: Pray for all 
nations and rulers; for the abolition of 
war; for the coming of Christ’s king- 
dom; for the new nations of the eastern 
continent; for every famine-stricken 
land; for all employers and employes 
and labor movements; for the press of 
the entire world, 

Thurs.—1 Kings 17 : 17-24. 
Elijah Raising the Widow’s Son. 

Affliction did at least three things for 
this widow: (1) It called her sin to re- 
membrance (v. 18); (2) it opened her 
eyes to Elijah’s true character (v. 24); 
(3) it brought her to_a recognition of 
the word of the Lord in the prophet’s 
motth. Afflittions are:often-our. greatest 
blessings. é 

PRAYER SU6@GESTIONS; Pray for all 
missionary bbdrds; * for*: mi$stonarics 
abroad and their families at home; 


— 








for all who are suffering persecution in 
Roman Catholic and Moslem lands; for 
all Bible societies; for more volunteers 
and preachers “full of the Holy Ghost 
and of faith.” 
Fri.—Matthew 6 : 25-34. 

Elijah’s Faith to be Our Faith. 

The least of God’s trusting~children is 
as much the object of God’s tender 
watch-care as was Elijah. Note particu- 
larly (in connection with to-day’s read- 
ing) Matthew 11:1, coupling with it 
verses 13 and 14, also 17 : 10-13. “R 
matters to him about you.” 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for all 
Christian homes, that they may be homes 
of pure love; for the increase of daily 
family worship; for all universities and 
colleges and schools; for all Sunday- 
school teachers, that they may seek the 
early conversion of the young. 
Sat.—Exodus 16 : 11-18. 

Elijah’s God a Bountiful Provider. 

God’s manna for earth’s masses. It 
was provided for Israel; and when they 
followed God’s directions, every man had 
sufficient. Just so to-day, there is suff- 
cient of every kind of blessing for every 
man who receives according to God’s 
directions. Disobedience alone, as with 
Israel (v. 20), turns blessings to curses. 


Prayer Succestions: Pray for all 


home missions, and for an increased re- | 


alization of the duty of personal evan- 
gelism; for the suppression of national 
vices and the uplifting of the fallen; for 
the maintenance of the Lord’s Day; for 
the evangelization of the Jews and their 
early restoration to Palestine. 


Sun.—Psalm 62:1-8 Elijah’s God our God. 


Note that verse 6 is verse 2 repeated, 
except one word. Does not the_omission 
of that one word strengthen the Psalm- 
ist’s declaration? Is not our second 
thought of God often our more emphatic 
thought? The more we meditate upon 
God’s ability to provide and to keep, the 
surer we are that we “shall not be 
moved.” 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for all 
believers everywhere; for all Christian 
agencies; for all evangelistic movements; 
for all men, saved and unsaved. Pray 
especially for all objects of prayer which 
God has put upon your heart. Make 
every day of 1922 a “day of prayer,’ 
and your home a “house of prayer.” 


PELOUBET’S 


Select Notes 


The World's Greatest Commertary on 


_ 


the International Sunday - School Lessons 
By AMOS R. WELLS, Litt.D., LL.D. 


Its suggestions to teachers,’ its 
maps and pictures, are’ compre- 
hensive and thorough, and all] this 
materia! is presented in a form | 

+ which can he easily and profitably 
utilized 


To every student its study is an 


- inspiration - 








Children 
like to sing 


and will learn the 
hymns much more 
quickly if the music is 
led by the soft, rich 
tones of an Estey 
Reed Organ. 

Let us send you our 
catalog. It illustrates 
models you'll surely 
be interested in. 


ESTEY 
Organ Company 


DEPT. C. 
Brattleboro, Vermont. 


11 OUT OF 21 


A few days ago we had the onporanie of 
gescng Seep the scrap book of a prom- 
inent Children's Department worker. In 
this scrap book she had pasted twenty-one 
meee she considered indispensable to her 
work, and gathered from all sources. We 
were interested in discovering eleven of 
these twenty-one were our songs. 

More and more the workcrs with children 
are discovering the rich material we are 
issuing to meet their needs, 


BEGINNERS AND PRIMARY SONGS 
AND 
PRIMARY AND JUNIOR HYMNAL 


are the acknowledged leaders in theirlines, 


Does your department enjoy the privilege 
of using them? We send ‘‘on approtal.” 


THE HEIDELBERG PRESS 

Publishers for Discriminators 

Philadelphia 
We gratefully report the greatest Christ- 
mas season in our history. Discrimina- 
dors are increasing in large numbers. 














By R. A. TORREY 
The old reliable vest-pocket S$. S$. Lessod 


Companion. World-famed for its coa- 
densed thought, concise expression, pet- 
tinent illustration aod spiritual appeal. 


FLEMING H. REVELL COMP 
158.5¢h Av.. Mew York 17M. Wabash Av,, Chi 
















Crannell> Pocket a A 
Full Bible text for all the Interna- east WV 
tional Lessons for 1922, with Analyses, \j 
References, and Daily Bible Readings. 
Vest-pocket size, 2% = 5% inches. 200 
pages. Strong binding 

Ghe Judson Press 


1701-1703 Chestwat St., Philadelphia, Pa. 














In ordering goods, or in making in- 
quiry concerning anything advertised in 
this paper, you will oblige the publishers, 
as well as the advertiser, by stating that 
you saw the advertisement in The Sun- 
day School Times. 








Put Your Church in Touch with the Community 


WITH AN 


ACME INTERCHANGEABLE STEEL SIGN 


Send for Price List. GOODENOUGH & WOGLOM CO., 14 VESEY ST., NEW YORK. 




















NEW POCKET EDITION, $1.25—READY 


THOUSANDS ARE ENJOYING THE OLD, OLD STORY IN ITS NEW SETTING! 


The Twentieth Century New Testament 


F. H. REVELL CO., 158 Sth Ave, N. Y.; 17. Wabash Ave.; Chicago 














